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INTRODUCTION 
 

● Italy’s disinformation landscape is shaped by intense political polarisation and an information ecosystem where truth 
is often blurred with distortion, as disinformation campaigns frequently blend factual elements with exaggerations and 
ideologically charged framings to manipulate public perception. 

● Topics like migration, civil rights, and international conflicts are consistently weaponised, becoming flashpoints for 
mis- and disinformation that exploits emotional narratives and deepens societal divides. 

● Institutional and civil society responses remain fragmented, with enforcement largely relying on general legal 
provisions and EU-aligned mechanisms. While regulatory actors like AGCOM exist, a unified national strategy to address 
hybrid threats is still under development. 

  



 
   
 

 
   
 

EMBLEMATIC CASES 
The following cases were selected because they combine real events with inaccuracies and exaggerations, illustrating the 
complexity of Italy's disinformation landscape and its deep entanglement with the political debate.  

DISINFORMATION AGAINST THE GLOBAL SUMUD FLOTILLA 

• Launched in 2025, the Global Sumud Flotilla is a civil society-led, international maritime initiative made up of around 50 
small and mid-sized vessels departing from several Mediterranean ports toward Gaza, with the aim of breaking the Israeli 
naval blockade on the Gaza Strip, delivering humanitarian aid (food, medicine, emergency supplies), and opening a 
humanitarian corridor. 

• Although many Italians showed solidarity with the initiative (and 59 Italian citizens took part in it), false or misleading 
information seeking to discredit the initiative circulated widely, often amplified by mainstream media. For instance, 
conservative newspaper Il Tempo claimed that Hamas funded the Flotilla, while right-wing publication Il Giornale alleged 
that activists on board had staged the attacks on their own vessels to attract media attention. Additionally, Defence 
Minister Guido Crosetto and Foreign Affairs Minister Antonio Tajani declared respectively that the Flotilla attempted to 
reach “Israeli waters” and “Israeli territory”, even though the mission always remained in international waters. 

• Information manipulation also surfaced through AI-generated images depicting vessels covered in Palestinian flags and 
through fake accounts impersonating the Global Sumud Flotilla to spread fabricated claims about terrorist ties and illegal 
activities. The volume and variety of such content illustrate the high resonance of the mission within Italian public debate 
and the and the polarised reactions it generated.  

MISREPRESENTATIONS OF THE ITALIAN REFERENDUM ON NATIONALITY 

• On 8-9 June 2025, Italians were called to vote in a referendum to reform the country’s nationality law, which remained 
largely unchanged since 1992. The proposal sought to reduce the residency requirement for naturalisation – one of the 
longest in Europe at 10 years – to a shorter period (generally 5 years) for long-term resident families, and to introduce 
ius scholae, granting nationality to foreign-born children who complete a cycle of schooling in Italy. 

• Although a majority of those who voted were in favour, turnout fell well below the quorum required under Italian law, also 
after several right-wing politicians in government publicly urged citizens to abstain so to prevent the threshold from being 
reached.  

https://globalsumudflotilla.org/
https://www.lindipendente.online/2025/10/01/le-6-bugie-che-governo-italiano-e-media-hanno-detto-sulla-global-sumud-flotilla/
https://www.lindipendente.online/2025/10/01/le-6-bugie-che-governo-italiano-e-media-hanno-detto-sulla-global-sumud-flotilla/
https://www.iltempo.it/politica/2025/09/12/news/flotilla-jihadisti-hamas-report-rete-terrore-missione-gaza-44075782/
https://www.ilgiornale.it/news/cronaca-internazionale/flotilla-tunisi-smentisce-attivisti-ecco-cosa-c-era-bordo-2533363.html
https://www.repubblica.it/politica/2025/09/25/news/crosetto_camera_attacco_sumud_flotilla-424869191/
https://www.rainews.it/maratona/2025/06/gaza-israele-attacca-arrembaggio-madleen-barca-freedom-flotilla-greta-thunberg-bombe-morti-411b0aa0-2d81-4c77-9afe-bb799e375e56.html
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/immagine-global-sumud-flotilla-ia
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/imbarcazioni-global-sumud-flotilla-ia
https://www.open.online/2025/09/07/come-falso-account-x-alimentato-le-accuse-sulla-global-sumud-flotilla-fc/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_nationality_law
https://www.referendum2025.it/news/piu-integrazione-con-la-cittadinanza-italiana-quesito-n5-referendum-8-e-9-giugno-2025-ddy82qd5
https://tg24.sky.it/politica/2025/05/15/referendum-astensione-quorum-precedenti


 
   
 

 
   
 

• Numerous false and misleading statements circulated around the subject, distorting the actual scope of the reform. For 
instance, Brothers of Italy’s group leader Tommaso Foti claimed that Italy’s nationality law was the most generous in 
Europe. Other common narratives wrongly suggested that a shorter waiting time would hinder integration or encourage 
illegal immigration – overlooking the fact that key requirements (language test, stable income, clean criminal record) 
would have remained in place.  

• The campaign against the reform was accompanied by hate speech, hostile narratives, and fake accounts (particularly on 
platforms like X), stoking fears about migration, security, and national identity, with the aim – according to Facta – of 
‘poisoning’ the public debate. 

THE PRAVDA NETWORK TARGETING ITALY 

• Investigations conducted between 2023 and 2025 revealed that Italy was repeatedly targeted by the Pravda network, a 
Russian-linked disinformation ecosystem operating through dozens of covert websites designed to mimic legitimate 
European news outlets. Italian researchers and media identified multiple Pravda-affiliated domains publishing pro-
Kremlin narratives on Ukraine, EU sanctions, NATO, and Western fatigue, often presented in Italian or tailored to Italian 
audiences.  

• Despite being publicly exposed in 2023, the network expanded its infrastructure across the EU – including Italy – using 
AI-generated content, cloned domain architectures, and cross-platform amplification to target European voters ahead of 
the 2024 European Parliament elections. According to the European Commission, Italy appeared multiple times as a 
directly targeted environment in the Pravda, Doppelgänger, and Meta-platform disinformation clusters. These campaigns 
pushed narratives undermining support for Ukraine and portraying European democracies as internally fractured. 

• Italy’s prominence in these operations underscores its strategic value within wider European influence efforts: the country 
functions both as a stand-alone target – given its polarised media ecosystem and high susceptibility to Kremlin-aligned 
narratives – and as a gateway for shaping European public opinion more broadly. The presence of Italian-language spoofed 
news sites, AI-generated political messaging, and coordinated amplification campaigns demonstrates that Italy is not an 
isolated case but a central node in transnational FIMI operations, directly connected to evolving Russian tactics in Europe. 

RUSSIAN PRANK ON PRIME MINISTER GIORGIA MELONI  

● In September 2023, two Russian comedians, Vladimir Kuznetsov and Alexei Stolyarov known as Vovan and Lexus, 
impersonating African Union officials, successfully tricked Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni into a phone call. During 
the call − later leaked online − Meloni expressed concerns over 'fatigue' with the war in Ukraine, acknowledged waning 
optimism about Kyiv’s counter-offensive, and hinted at growing public and diplomatic strain.  

https://pagellapolitica.it/articoli/legge-cittadinanza-italiana-confronto-europa
https://pagellapolitica.it/articoli/legge-cittadinanza-italiana-confronto-europa
https://www.valigiablu.it/referendum-cittadinanza-disinformazione-governo/
https://www.facta.news/articoli/disinformazione-referendum-cittadinanza
https://www.linkiesta.it/2025/04/siti-propaganda-russa-pravda/
https://edmo.eu/publications/russian-disinformation-network-pravda-grew-bigger-in-the-eu-even-after-its-uncovering/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/article/2024/jul/12/disinformation-networks-social-media-x-france-germany-italy-eu-elections
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/api/files/attachment/879707/Mem
https://www.disinfo.eu/doppelganger-operation/
https://www.newsguardrealitycheck.com/p/when-a-false-claim-about-italy-is
https://www.newsguardtech.com/special-reports/ai-tracking-center/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/britneynguyen/2023/11/01/italys-prime-minister-duped-by-russian-pranksters-their-latest-target-amid-ukraine-war/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/meloni-talks-about-ukraine-fatigue-in-russian-prank-call/


 
   
 

 
   
 

● While the call was publicly dismissed by many Italian officials and media outlets as a 'prank' or 'satirical hoax,' it in fact 
constitutes a textbook case of Foreign Information Manipulation and Interference (FIMI). Both individuals behind the 
operation are known to maintain close ties to the Russian security apparatus and have been repeatedly deployed to 
embarrass or extract compromising statements from Western leaders and celebrities. Their work is broadly considered 
part of a Kremlin-aligned disinformation ecosystem, serving to amplify divisions within the EU and NATO, and to shape 
domestic sentiment in target countries. 

● The leaked recording exploited Italy’s historically ambiguous stance toward Russia − a country with which Rome has often 
pursued economic and diplomatic relations even amid EU sanctions. The incident occurred just weeks before Italy 
approved increased defence spending to meet NATO’s 2% GDP target, a decision unpopular in certain domestic 
constituencies. Thus, the prank not only exposed vulnerabilities in Meloni’s staff vetting and protocol procedures but also 
functioned as a strategic communication attack: validating Russian narratives about Western fatigue, undermining Italy’s 
commitment to Ukraine, and creating distrust among allies. 

● Framing this operation as a harmless joke grossly underplays its strategic intent and potential damage. Like other FIMI 
tactics, the goal was to discredit Italian institutions and drive wedges within the Western alliance. Its success also 
revealed a concerning lack of preparedness and resilience at the highest levels of Italian government to detect, deter, and 
publicly counter coordinated foreign information threats masquerading as comedy.  

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/russian-lexus-vovan-leo-varadkar-prank-call-b2467203.html
https://www.isdglobal.org/isd-in-the-news/vovan-and-lexus-pranksters-or-political-actors/
https://temi.camera.it/leg19/temi/le-spese-per-la-difesa-in-ambito-nato_d.html


 
   
 

 
   
 

NARRATIVES 
DOMESTIC POLITICS  

● Disinformation flourishes in Italy’s deeply polarised media and political landscape, where narratives are crafted to 
delegitimise opponents, amplify division, and distort the democratic debate. This vulnerability is compounded by one of 
the most fragmented media ecosystems in Europe, characterised by a proliferation of outlets with uneven editorial 
standards, strong partisan alignment, and limited structural safeguards. 

● Emotionally charged content − often in the form of memes or AI-generated content − blurs the line between fact and 
fiction, making disinformation both viral and culturally embedded. 

● Complex topics like institutional reform or civil liberties are routinely reduced to partisan slogans, stripping nuance and 
fuelling outrage rather than informed debate. 

FOREIGN POLITICS 
● Foreign affairs often serve as proxies for domestic political battles, encouraging polarised, black-or-white narratives that 

create fertile ground for misleading or manipulated content. In parallel, false narratives about Italy are sometimes crafted 
less to reflect Italian reality and more to serve foreign audiences’ agendas, treating Italy as a pivot in broader geopolitical 
battles. 

● Pro-Kremlin narratives thrive on both extremes of the spectrum: the far-right aligns with Putin's authoritarianism, while 
parts of the left evoke Soviet-era nostalgia, fuelling disinformation and tolerance towards the Russian attack on Ukraine. 

● The Israel-Hamas conflict has generated disinformation on both sides. Italy's tradition of pro-Palestine activism has, in 
some cases, veered into factual distortions or antisemitism, while global tensions have also stoked Islamophobic rhetoric. 

● Despite being a founding EU member state, Italy's political landscape has never shed its Eurosceptic undercurrent. 
Movements like Italexit, anti-NATO sentiments, and anti-Atlanticism often resurface during major geopolitical or 
economic crises.  

MIGRATION AND XENOPHOBIA 
● Migration remains one of the most exploited topics in Italy, amplified by its geographical position as a primary entry point 

from the MENA region. Migrants and refugees, as well as ethnic minorities, are frequently portrayed through narratives 
or fear and negative othering of migrants – as criminals, cultural threats, or part of an ‘invasion’ – with numbers often 
exaggerated or decontextualised.  

https://cmpf.eui.eu/country/italy/
https://www.open.online/2025/03/13/simone-pillon-foto-donna-cristiana-torturata-siria-fc/
https://www.artribune.com/attualita/2024/09/meme-boccia-sangiuliano/
https://pagellapolitica.it/articoli/lega-salvini-migranti-immagini-intelligenza-artificiale
https://pagellapolitica.it/articoli/il-dibattito-tra-pillon-e-cappato-in-4-fact-checking
https://www.newsguardrealitycheck.com/p/when-a-false-claim-about-italy-is
https://cepa.org/article/from-russia-to-italy-thats-not-amore/
https://www.facta.news/articoli/il-corrispondente-amedeo-avondet
https://www.facta.news/articoli/dentro-i-gruppi-facebook-italiani-che-amano-putin-e-fanno-disinformazione-sulla-guerra
https://www.posle.media/article/putins-invasion-in-ukraine-or-the-broken-identity-of-the-italian-left
https://www.open.online/2023/10/28/bufale-pro-israele-propaganda-fc/
https://it.euronews.com/2025/12/02/le-accuse-di-antisemitismo-a-chi-esprime-solidarieta-alla-palestina-i-casi-in-italia-e-in-
https://scomodo.org/il-problema-del-giornalismo-italiano-nella-copertura-di-gaza/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italexit_(political_party)
https://www.facta.news/antibufale/bauer-espansione-nato
https://lespresso.it/c/attualita/2024/3/19/linvasione-dei-migranti-non-esiste-ma-la-destra-la-cavalca-lo-stesso/50342


 
   
 

 
   
 

● Right-wing leaders, instrumentalise migration for political capital, as seen in the Open Arms case, where then-Interior 
Minister Matteo Salvini blocked the disembarkation of 147 migrants for 19 days. He later framed his trial as persecution 
defending national sovereignty. 

● As of recently, both the government and the opposition have fuelled misinformation around the Albania “migrant centres” 
plan (i.e., building two offshore reception centres in Albania to relocate asylum seeking intercepted at sea in Italy). While 
the Meloni government oversold its impact despite the policy’s near-total collapse – with a few dozen transfers, repeated 
court rulings deemed them illegal, and all migrants ultimately returned to Italy – opposition claims of almost €1 billion 
costs were also inaccurate and overinflated, showing how migration policy is distorted by political narratives across the 
spectrum. 

GENDER AND IDENTITY 
● Women in public life face persistent disinformation and smear campaigns, including politicians like Elly Schlein (Secretary 

of the Democratic Party) and Ilaria Salis (Member of the European Parliament, GUE/NGL), as well as journalists such 
Cecilia Sala – often through misogynistic memes, doctored content, or credibility attacks. The same dynamics were seen 
at play with other public figures such as Laura Boldrini (President of the Chamber of Deputies, 2013-2018) and Cécile 
Kyenge (Minister for Integration, 2013-2014). 

● Gender-based violence remains a national crisis, yet parts of the current government deny the existence of patriarchy, 
spreading narratives that distort structural realities and shift blame onto individuals. This minimisation is paired with 
disinformation targeting same-sex families and LGBTIQ+ rights. These narratives serve to delegitimise minority rights 
while reframing feminist and queer movements as threats to national values, amplifying existing misogyny and fuelling a 
hostile online environment. 

● Disinformation around reproductive rights and sex education is widespread. Religious and politically motivated actors 
often speak of "gender theory" to spread fear, to oppose sex ed in schools and undermine access to reproductive care. 

CLIMATE AND HEALTH 
● Climate-related disinformation persists through the spread of false temperature data, cherry-picked weather events, and 

economic fearmongering about the cost of green policies. 
● Anti-vaccine and public health conspiracies continue to circulate online, with Italy's strong anti-vax movements adapting 

to new narratives beyond COVID-19. 
● Distrust in scientific institutions is amplified by viral conspiracy content, often spread by celebrities or influencers – such 

as celebrities doubting the moon landing or reality TV figures endorsing flat-earth theories.  

https://pagellapolitica.it/articoli/fact-checking-video-salvini-processo-open-arms
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/two-reception-centres-albania-ready-handle-migrants-sent-by-italy-2024-10-11/
https://www.politico.eu/article/giorgia-meloni-12-migrants-sent-to-albania-for-processing-are-returned-to-italy/
https://pagellapolitica.it/articoli/costo-centri-migranti-albania
https://www.open.online/2023/04/29/elly-schlein-armicromista-meme/
https://www.open.online/2024/12/24/ilaria-salis-natale-casa-occupata-immobiliare/
https://www.glistatigenerali.com/attualita/questioni-di-genere/disinformazione-di-genere-cecilia-sala/
https://she-persisted.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/ShePersisted_Italy.pdf
https://www.repubblica.it/politica/2013/08/25/news/la_politica_razzista_all_attacco_del_ministro_kyenge-65259183/
https://www.repubblica.it/politica/2013/08/25/news/la_politica_razzista_all_attacco_del_ministro_kyenge-65259183/
https://www.open.online/2024/11/18/giulia-cecchettin-valditara-patriarcato-immigrazione-illegale-violenza-sulle-donne-video/
https://www.facta.news/articoli/dieci-falsi-miti-da-sfatare-sulla-comunita-lgbt
https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Teoria_del_gender
https://www.reteclima.it/bufale-clima/
https://www.facta.news/articoli/cop-28-lobby-del-fossile-negazionismo-climatico
https://www.facta.news/articoli/ascesa-politica-antivaccinismo
https://www.facta.news/articoli/rose-villain-uomo-luna
https://www.quotidiano.net/magazine/spettacoli/simone-temptation-island-terrapiattista-dinosauri-xbv7ttl9


 
   
 

 
   
 

COMMUNITY 
FACT-CHECKING ORGANISATIONS AND PROJECTS 

● ANSA. "Agenzia Nazionale Stampa Associata" is the most important Italian newswire an International Fact-Checking 
Network (IFCN) signatory since May 2025. Its fact-checking initiative is called ANSA Verified. A different project, 
ANSAcheckcheck aims to ‘certify’ the quality of information through blockchain technology. 

● Bufale.net. Bufale.net is one of the oldest grassroots debunking projects in Italy, active since 2012, known for its informal 
but thorough tone. 

● BUTAC. BUTAC is one of Italy’s longest-running fact-checking platforms, launched in 2013, known for its sharp, 
accessible tone and commitment to debunking and public education. 

● Facta. Facta is a fact-checking outlet (created by the same team behind Pagella Politica). It is an IFCN signatory and a 
European Fact-Checking Standards Network (EFCSN) verified member. It is also an official Meta fact-checking partner in 
Italy. 

● IDMO. The Italian Digital Media Observatory is one of the European Digital Media Observatory (EDMO) hubs working to 
detect, analyse, and counter disinformation at the national level. 

● Open. Open is a digital news outlet with a fact-checking section. It is an IFCN signatory and an EFCSN verified member. 
It is also an independent fact-checking team recognised by Meta. 

● OsintItalia. OsintItalia is a social promotion association that leverages open-source intelligence to serve social and 
solidarity purposes, including combating disinformation. 

● Pagella Politica. Pagella Politica is a fact-checking project specialised in verifying political statements (created by the 
same team behind Facta). It is an IFCN signatory and a EFCSN verified member. 

INSTITUTIONAL ACTORS AND INITIATIVES 
● ACN. Established in 2021, the “Agenzia per la Cybersicurezza Nazionale” is Italy’s national cybersecurity agency, 

responsible for protecting critical infrastructure, strengthening national cyber-resilience, and coordinating cybersecurity 
policy across institutions. The 2022-26 national strategy for cybersecurity explicitly includes among its objectives the 
implementation of national coordination actions to prevent and counter online disinformation, situating information 
integrity within Italy’s broader cybersecurity framework.  

https://www.ansa.it/
https://www.ansa.it/sito/static/ansa_check.html
https://www.bufale.net/
https://www.butac.it/
https://www.facta.news/articoli/ascesa-politica-antivaccinismo
https://www.idmo.it/
https://www.open.online/2024/11/18/giulia-cecchettin-valditara-patriarcato-immigrazione-illegale-violenza-sulle-donne-video/
https://osintitalia.it/
https://pagellapolitica.it/
https://www.acn.gov.it/portale/strategia-nazionale-di-cybersicurezza


 
   
 

 
   
 

● AGCOM. The "Autorità per le Garanzie delle Comunicazioni" is the Italian national communications regulator. It publishes 
reports on digital literacy trends, funds studies on information analysis, and maintains observatories on 
telecommunications. However, the observatory on disinformation, created during the pandemic, has been archived after 
years without updates. AGCOM was officially designated as Italy’s Digital Services Coordinator (DSC) under the EU’s 
Digital Services Act (DSA). 

● DIS. The "Dipartimento delle Informazioni per la Sicurezza", situated within the Italian Prime Minister’s office, has a 
proactive, operational role in identifying and analysing hybrid threats, including foreign information manipulation, and 
coordinating intelligence agencies. The DIS is overseen by COPASIR, Italy’s parliamentary intelligence oversight body. 

● Garante Privacy. The "Garante per la Protezione dei Dati Personali", Italy's data protection authority, plays a key role in 
enforcing GDPR compliance and protecting users' digital rights. Notable interventions include the temporary suspension 
of ChatGPT in early 2023, which led OpenAI to adopt stricter data handling and transparency measures, and actions 
against TikTok the previous year, requiring stronger age verification systems to protect minors. 

● Polizia Postale. The Postal Police is Italy's national cyber police, tasked with combating online crimes, including scams 
and fraud, child exploitation, and increasingly the spread of disinformation and hate speech. The Postal Police manages a 
specialised team focusing on cyber threats targeting essential systems. Moreover, citizens can report cybercrimes online. 

● Unità monitoraggio sul COVID-19. Established in April 2020 within the Department for Information and Publishing, this 
temporary task force monitored pandemic-related disinformation across web and social platforms and coordinated 
government communication during the emergency. Although its mandate was limited and sometimes contested, it 
represents an important precedent, showing Italy’s experience with an institutional mechanism dedicated to countering 
online disinformation. 

 

  

https://www.agcom.it/pubblicazioni/rapporti/relazione-di-monitoraggio-materia-di-alfabetizzazione-mediatica-e-digitale
https://www.agcom.it/pubblicazioni/studi-e-ricerche/cartesio-impariamo-dubitare
https://www.agcom.it/pubblicazioni/osservatori?title=&field_tags_target_id=&field_categoria_target_id=201
https://www.agcom.it/pubblicazioni/osservatori?title=&field_tags_target_id=&field_categoria_target_id=202
https://www.agcom.it/competenze/piattaforme-online/digital-service-act
https://www.sicurezzanazionale.gov.it/chi-siamo/organizzazione/dis
https://www.garanteprivacy.it/home/docweb/-/docweb-display/docweb/9870847
https://garanteprivacy.it/home/docweb/-/docweb-display/docweb/9788342
https://www.commissariatodips.it/profilo/cnaipic/index.html
https://www.commissariatodips.it/segnalazioni/segnala-online/index.html
https://informazioneeditoria.gov.it/it/notizie/unita-di-monitoraggio-per-il-contrasto-della-diffusione-di-fake-news-relative-al-covid-19-sul-web-e-sui-social-network-adottato-il-4-aprile-il-decreto-di-istituzione-presso-il-dipartimento


 
   
 

 
   
 

POLICY AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
● Italy does not have a standalone law specifically targeting disinformation. However, it addresses the phenomenon 

through a patchwork of legislative and institutional mechanisms. This includes general criminal law provisions, data 
protection and electoral laws, regulatory oversight, and obligations aligned with EU legislation. 

● Previous efforts to legislate disinformation were abandoned due to concerns about overreach, such as a 2017 bill 
proposing a legal framework against disinformation and hate speech, and a 2018 protocol to combat false information 
during elections. 

● Italian law includes several criminal provisions that, in some cases, can be used to address harmful information-related 
offences. For instance, fraud (Art. 640 of the Criminal Code), defamation (Art. 595), the spreading of false or exaggerated 
news likely to disturb public order (Art. 656), or instigations to commit crimes or violence (Art. 414) are among the 
articles that may be invoked to counter disinformation.  

● Italy has adopted specific laws to address related digital harms that may overlap with disinformation. Hate speech is 
addressed under the 1993 “Legge Mancino,” which criminalises incitement to violence or discrimination based on race, 
ethnicity, or religion. Art. 612-bis of the Criminal Code criminalises stalking, including cyberstalking, while Art. 612-ter 
punishes the sharing of non-consensual intimate images. Finally, Law 70/2024 establishes measures for the prevention 
and response to cyberbullying, including content removal. 

● As mentioned in the previous section, AGCOM was appointed the DSC under the DSA. It now oversees platform 
compliance with obligations on illegal content, transparency, and systemic risk mitigation – including disinformation.  

● Recent legislative proposals aim to create new agencies to systematise oversight. On the one hand, an Agency for 
cognitive safety (ADISC), focused on monitoring and analysing disinformation, and coordinating with intelligence and 
regulatory bodies. The bill proposing the creation of ADISC mentions EU DisinfoLab's research work to support the creation 
of said agency. On the other hand, an Agency focused on AI governance and cybersecurity (ACN), more aligned with 
infrastructure and technological regulation. 

● In October 2025, the Senate’s Foreign Affairs, Defence, and EU Policies committees jointly approved a resolution on 
foreign interference in democratic processes, recognising the threat posed by foreign information manipulation and 
hybrid tactics and calling for clearer national and EU-level responses. The resolution reflects cross-party concern about 
systematic interference in electoral and public opinion dynamics, even if it has not yet translated into direct legislative 
action. The continued examination of the matter suggests a potential new assigned issue for further Senate consideration 
on this topic.  

https://www.open.online/2024/03/30/adisc-agenzia-disinformazione-italia-viva-putiniani/
https://www.senato.it/service/PDF/PDFServer/BGT/01413612.pdf
https://www.governo.it/it/articolo/comunicato-stampa-del-consiglio-dei-ministri-n-78/25501
https://www.senato.it/show-doc?tipodoc=SommComm&leg=19&id=1476430&part=doc_dc&rif=0
https://www.senato.it/application/xmanager/projects/leg19/attachments/documento_evento_procedura_commissione/files/000/433/735/Mattia_Caniglia.pdf


 
   
 

 
   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

CLICK 
HERE! 

https://www.disinfo.eu/publications/disinformation-landscapes-in-european-countries/
https://www.disinfo.eu/publications/disinformation-landscapes-in-european-countries/

