N
Ry I

a_ilal p 1 All O3

The Flood of Disinformation in Syria
After the Regime’s Fall



Who We Are

 Verify is an independent Syrian platform established in 2016, specializing in
fact-checking.

« Its mission is to combat disinformation and hate speech, and to strengthen public
trust in independent media by providing accurate, verified information.

« Verify is a Facebook Trusted Partner, a signatory of the International Fact-Checking

Network (IFCN), and winner of the Global Fact 9 Award (2022) for the highest-impact
fact check.

« Key Facts:
o Over 1,000,000 followers on social media.
o More than 3,000 verified reports published.

o Over 200 journalists and media activists trained in fact-checking.



Before the Fall — The Absence of Truth

* For over five decades, Syria lived under one of the most controlled media systems in
the world.

* There was only one voice — the Assad regime’s narrative — and any alternative story
was branded as treason.

» Citizens had no access to independent or diverse information sources, living instead
In a state-engineered reality.



The Information Vacuum After Assad’s Fall

 When the regime collapsed in December 2024, its propaganda machine collapsed
with it, leaving behind a massive information void.

 The new state had not yet established any official communication channels, leading
to confusion and loss of public trust.

* In the absence of official sources, social media became the main source of news, but
also the main breeding ground for disinformation.

* Networks linked to the former regime — such as the Syrian Electronic Army —
re-emerged as disinformation actors, now attacking rivals and independent outlets
using new, deceptive narratives.



The Negative Role of Social Media Platforms

 Major platforms like Meta failed to protect Syrian users. Even though Verify is a
Trusted Partner with direct reporting channels, Meta often removes individual posts
but keeps entire disinformation networks active, mainly because Syria is an
unprofitable, sanctioned market.

* Meanwhile, Telegram became the so-called “Syrian Dark Web.”

* The new authorities encouraged citizens to use Telegram as an official news channel,
but with no content regulation, the app turned into the largest source of
misinformation, feeding false stories into Facebook, X, and WhatsApp.



Examples of Disinformation and
Verification



When Wrong Fact-Checking Becomes
Disinformation



The Coastal Family Massacre
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The Killed Child Case
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Exploiting Women'’s Issues In
Disinformation



The Fake Abduction Video
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The “Mira” Case
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Sectarian Narratives and “Enslavement” Claims
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Structural Challenges and the Current

Landscape
Lack or contradiction of official sources, especially in the first months after the
regime’s fall.

2. Emergence of biased “fact-checkers® — new platforms claiming independence but

working selectively based on political affiliations.
3. Direct targeting of independent fact-checkers through smear campaigns and threats.

4. Indifference from global tech companies, which ignore Syrian reports due to low
economic value.



The Societal Impact of the Disinformation Flood

During the fragile transition period, disinformation had a direct and destabilizing effect on
Syrians:

1.

2.

3.

Collective confusion: citizens struggled to separate truth from falsehood.
Loss of trust: skepticism spread toward all institutions and media.
Deepened polarization: sectarian and racist narratives fueled hate.

Life-altering decisions: misinformation about safety, politics, and migration shaped
the fates of millions.



Verify’s Role and Response
« Dual-method verification: combining digital tools with a robust local network of trained
journalists and volunteers inside Syria.

 Neutral, independent verification — even when official sources themselves
contributed to disinformation due to lack of coordination.

» Verify became a trusted reference for truth amid chaos, producing verifications that
balanced speed with accuracy and context.
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Verify’s Strategic Vision and Future Plans

» Syrian Media Database: to track and assess local information sources.

» Verify+ Programme: development of Al-driven tools to detect misinformation and hate
speech.

« Verify Academy: an e-learning platform to train journalists and citizens in media
literacy and fact-checking.



Defending the Truth

 The Syrian experience proves that disinformation after conflict can be deadlier than
war, as it attacks collective perception and destroys trust.

* In an environment without free media, truth becomes the first casualty.

Fact-checking is not just journalism — it is a national duty to protect public awareness
and preserve civil peace.

Supporting independent fact-checking organizations like Verify is an investment in
societal resilience and a cornerstone for any future democracy.



THANKS

www.verify-sy.com
rami@verify-sy.com



