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INTRODUCTION

Due to the closed nature of the Czech language area, Czechia has a somewhat insular media ecosystem and disinformation
landscape. CEDMO research suggests that the perception of impacts of misinformation and disinformation is high and
over a third of the population thinks the country is in the midst of an information war.

Widespread false narratives typically relate to the impact of regional issues on the Czech Republic, such as Czech support
for Ukraine, the effects of EU environmental policies on the Czech economy and the local flow of migrants and refugees.

Thirty-four years after the transition to democracy and two decades after joining the EU, Czechia is also still dealing with
the legacy of communist rule and membership in the Eastern Bloc. On the one hand, false accusations of working for the
previous regime’s state police are sometimes used against political opponents. On the other hand, nostalgia-fueled
revisionist narratives promote non-factual claims regarding life before 1989 and even denialism regarding the 1968

Soviet-led invasion of Czechoslovakia.


https://www.ipsos.com/cs-cz/more-quarter-central-european-and-baltic-population-strongly-affected-disinformation
https://cedmohub.eu/four-out-of-ten-czechs-and-hungarians-41-think-that-the-information-war-is-just-an-excuse-for-western-governments-to-restrict-freedom-of-speech-in-slovakia-more-than-a-third-35-and-in-poland-a-q/

EMBLEMATIC CASES

Just days before the presidential elections of January 2023, a deceptively edited video suggesting that one of the candidates (and
current president) Petr Pavel had openly called for starting a war with Russia, appeared on a Gzech Telegram channel of the Russian
propaganda outlet Sputnik. Previously, Pavel was also targeted by a series of made-up claims regarding Czech support for Ukraine

that were falsely attributed to him.

Multiple videos of car fires and explosions spread widely in Czechia and neighbouring countries. The viral posts claimed to be
showing electric vehicles (EVs) burning, pointing out their dangers and hence, the negative impacts of the plan to transition to EVs.

However, most of the videos showed a fire or explosion of a car with a combustion engine.

Fact-checkers analysed, among others, fires involving cars carrying gas cylinders, the explosion of a CNG car, and the fire at an

Australian scrapyard. During the colder months, claims about EVs getting stuck en masse in cold weather have also appeared.

Each August since the start of the full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, false claims spread on social media ahead of the
anniversary of the 1968 Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia. The claims state that the invasion was caused by Ukrainians
within the leadership of the USSR at the time. Multiple viral false or misleading social media posts have alleged Ukrainian roots of

many Soviet politburo members, of invading soldiers, or the non-Russian roots of USSR general secretaries. This narrative of a

“Ukrainian” 1968 invasion has been regularly used since the 2014 annexation of Crimea.


https://demagog.cz/diskuze/upravena-nahravka-prekrucuje-slova-petra-pavla
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/upravenou-nahravku-petra-pavla-siril-nastupce-sputniku
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/smyslene-citace-petra-pavla-o-vyslani-ceskych-vojaku-na-ukrajinu
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/elektromobily-dokazi-prekvapit-na-videu-ale-exploduje-auto-se-spalovacim-motorem
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/video-vydava-pozar-dodavky-s-kyslikovymi-lahvemi-za-vybuch-elektromobilu
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/video-zobrazuje-pozar-tlakovych-lahvi-nikoliv-vybuch-elektromobilu
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/viralni-video-zachycuje-vybuch-auta-na-cng-ne-elektromobilu
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/video-zobrazuje-pozar-desitek-aut-ani-jedno-vsak-neni-elektricke
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/fotografie-zachycuje-auta-uvazla-ve-snehove-bouri-ne-vybite-elektromobily
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/chybi-rusove-prispevek-plete-jmena-clenu-politbyra-ktere-schvalilo-srpnovou-invazi/
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/za-invazi-roku-1968-stoji-sssr-ne-ukrajinci
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/prispevek-prevraci-dejiny-sovetske-agrese/
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/anatomie-hoaxu-ukrajinska-stopa-v-srpnove-invazi

NARRATIVES

The war in Ukraine has generated a wave of false and misleading narratives that are impacting Czech society and politics. These
narratives often exploit public fears and uncertainties about the conflict to sow division and manipulate public opinion. A significant
portion of this misinformation targets the relationship between the Czech Republic and Ukraine, particularly focusing on the status
and treatment of Ukrainian refugees and the alleged involvement of Czech political figures in the conflict.

One common misleading narrative claims that Ukrainian refugees receive preferential treatment in the Czech Republic, such as
receiving double the state support compared to local citizens or having the right to retire earlier. These claims, despite lacking any
factual basis, foster resentment towards refugees by suggesting that they are unfairly favored over the Czech population. Such
narratives can stir up anti-refugee sentiment and exacerbate social tensions by presenting Ukrainians as an economic and social

burden.

Other narratives involve fabrications and manipulations concerning Czech political leaders and public personalities, falsely

suggesting their involvement in or stance on the Ukrainian conflict. For example, some claims allege that Czech leaders have sent

soldiers to fight in Ukraine or have made controversial statements regarding the war. Others involve deepfake videos and fabricated

quotes from celebrities to falsely represent their views. There are also speculative narratives about secret agreements and military

collaborations between the Czech Republic and Ukraine, raising fears about the country's role in the conflict.

There is a long-standing narrative of skepticism and distrust towards environmental policies, particularly EU regulations and the
European Green Deal. This distrust is often fueled by misinformation and misconceptions regarding the nature and impact of these
policies, used to argue that such policies are impractical and disproportionately burden ordinary citizens without delivering

significant environmental benefits.

Some narratives cast doubt on the benefits and sustainability of green technologies, such as electric vehicles (EVs). Misleading
comparisons are often made between the environmental impact of EVs and traditional combustion engine vehicles, with some
claims suggesting that EVs may contribute more to pollution due to factors like battery production or energy sources. These
narratives create confusion about the push towards renewable energy and green technology adoption. Together, these narratives
foster a general sense of distrust towards environmental policies in Czechia, framing them as ineffective, economically damaging,

or based on questionable science.


https://cedmohub.eu/cs/ukrajinci-v-esk-republice-nepobraj-jednou-tolik-sttn-podpory-ne-ei/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/ukrajinci-pispvajc-do-eskho-penzijnho-systmu-nemaj-nrok-na-dvj-odchod-do-dchodu/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/petr-pavel-povolil-bojovat-na-ukrajine-jen-dvacitce-dobrovolniku-vojaky-armady-cr-do-boju-nevyslal/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/smyslene-vyroky-ceskych-politiku/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/ondrej-vetchy-zneuzit-v-deepfake-manipulaci/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/cesko-ukrajinska-dohoda-je-ve-fazi-priprav-spekulace-o-jejim-obsahu-odporuji-oficialnim-vyjadrenim-i-ustave/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/britsk-studie-nezjistila-e-elektromobily-zneiuj-ovzdu-vce-ne-auta-se-spalovacmi-motory/

Another prominent narrative revolves around the very necessity of actions to combat climate change. Both ordinary social media
users and some public figures spread false claims questioning the scientific consensus on human-driven global warming and the
impact of carbon emissions. Some claims downplay the role of CO- in climate change or suggest that minor increases in its
atmospheric concentration have negligible effects on global temperatures. Additionally, misleading assertions are
presenting isolated data or anecdotal evidence, such as videos denying the rise in sea levels, as proof that climate change is
exaggerated or not happening at all.

The communist regime remains a divisive issue in Czech society and politics, and public figures are often falsely accused of
cooperation with the former secret police, the StB. These allegations often target politicians and candidates, and even their family
members, accusing them of having been informants or collaborators during the communist era. While the archival records of the
StB are generally considered reliable, debates often arise over their interpretation and the true nature of any past collaboration.

A former prime minister and current opposition leader, Andrej Babis, is a prominent figure involved in these controversies. He has
been embroiled in a long-standing legal battle over his listing as an StB informant. The legal case against him is ongoing, and no

definitive ruling currently exists that denies his cooperation with the StB.

The current president of the Czech Republic, Petr Pavel, was also repeatedly as accused of being an StB informant, although he

was officially cleared of any collaboration with StB as far back as 1992. These false claims spread widely during Pavel’s 2023

presidential campaign, portraying Pavel’s service history in military intelligence as evidence.

Other cases, such as those involving the father of the MEP and former presidential candidate, Danuse Nerudova, and other public

figures like Michael Kocab, Dominik HaSek, Zdenék Svérak, and even Vaclav Havel, highlight how false accusations of collaboration

can extend beyond individuals to their families or be based on misinterpretations of archival records.


https://cedmohub.eu/cs/dukazy-o-vlivu-cloveka-na-oteplovani-planety-jsou-jednoznacne/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/proc-green-deal-i-relativne-maly-narust-koncentrace-co%e2%82%82-v-atmosfere-otepluje-planetu/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/fyzikalni-pokus-a-tani-ledovcu/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/asosbrn-video-z-mexickho-pobe-nen-dkazem-e-nedochz-ke-stoupn-hladiny-mo/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/spisy-stb-byly-pouze-presunuty-nikoliv-odstraneny-z-archivu/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/andrej-babis-je-nadale-evidovan-jako-agent-stb/
https://demagog.cz/vyrok/23170
https://demagog.cz/diskuze/babis-pavel-a-udajna-spoluprace-s-stb
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/otec-danuse-nerudove-byl-proverovany-s-stb-nespolupracoval/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/existujici-archivy-spolupraci-michaela-kocaba-s-stb-nedokladaji/
https://demagog.cz/vyhledavani?q=ha%C5%A1ek#:~:text=Dominik%20Ha%C5%A1ek%20podle%20archivu%20s%C2%A0StB%20nespolupracoval
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/zdenek-sverak-podle-archivu-nebyl-udavacem-stb/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/verejne-osobnosti-krive-obvinene-ze-spoluprace-s-stb/
https://cedmohub.eu/cs/fotomontaz-pridala-do-babisovy-evidencni-karty-stb-jmeno-petra-fialy/

COMMUNITY

o Demagog.cz, an IFCN- and EFCSN-certified fact-checking NGO.

o Ovéfovna CRo, the fact-checking unit of the Czech public radio broadcaster.

o AFP’s Czech fact-checking staff.

o  GEDMO (Central European Digital Media Observatory), is a regional research and fact-checking hub.

o Manipuldtori.cz and Faktickeé.info, partner websites focused on debunking and fact-checking.

o Cesti elfové (Czech Elves), a volunteer group combating disinformation and foreign influence operations.

o  Sernam.cz fact-checking, a fact-checking service by a Czech search engine.

o  Center Against Hybrid Threats, a government-run online debunking and strategic communication service.

o  Denik.cz, a major print and online medium that regularly publishes debunks of current misinformation narratives.

o |vana Svobodova, a journalist who covers stories of individuals influenced by misinformation, incl. the first person in the
Czech Republic to be convicted of a terrorist attack.

o  Vaclav Moravec, TV presenter, journalist and lead coordinator of CEDMO.

o  Ondrej Kundra, a journalist and author, covers foreign influence operations in Czechia.

o Lukas Valasek, a journalist mapping foreign influence operations, incl. “merchants of fear”, i.e. individuals profiting from
spreading Russian propaganda.

o Jana Magdoriov4, a journalist who founded the project Ovéfovnia CRo within Czech public radio.

o Jaroslav Krupka, a journalist and the founder of the column Denik proti Fakenews in Denik.cz.

o Lukas Prchal, a journalist from Denik N, focused on the disinformation ecosystem in the Czech Republic.


http://demagog.cz/
https://www.irozhlas.cz/zpravy-tag/overovna
https://napravoumiru.afp.com/
https://cedmohub.eu/
http://i.cz/
https://www.fakticke.info/
https://cesti-elfove.cz/
http://seznam.cz/
https://x.com/CHH_MVCR
http://k.cz/
https://www.respekt.cz/redakce/ivana-svobodova
https://cedmohub.eu/about-us/our-team/our-team-members/?_gl=1*124aot1*_up*MQ..*_ga*MzAyODAwLjE3MjU5MjEwMjY.*_ga_44P6SY9R25*MTcyNTkyMjgyNy4yLjEuMTcyNTkyMjgzMC4wLjAuMA..#V%C3%A1clav-Moravec
https://www.respekt.cz/redakce/ondrej-kundra
https://www.seznamzpravy.cz/autor/lukas-valasek-1332
https://www.irozhlas.cz/jana-magdonova-6484053
https://www.irozhlas.cz/zpravy-tag/overovna
https://www.denik.cz/autor/jaroslav-krupka-3236.html
http://k.cz/
https://denikn.cz/autor/lukas-prchal/

POLICY AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK

There is no law specifically covering disinformation in Czechia. Purveyors of false claims can in some cases be charged under
criminal statutes covering libel, spreading false alarm, making false accusations, and others. However, the application of such

statutes is spotty and inconsistent.
As of September 2024, the Czech parliament has not passed a law implementing the Digital Services Act.

In May 2024, the government named a Coordinator for Strategic Communication, whose duties include combating foreign influence

operations and disinformation.


https://www.mvcr.cz/chh/clanek/dezinformacni-kampane-trestnepravni-uprava-trestnepravni-uprava.aspx
https://ctu.gov.cz/nejcastejsi-dotazy-digitalni-sluzby
https://www.ceskenoviny.cz/zpravy/2524841
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https://www.disinfo.eu/publications/disinformation-landscapes-in-european-countries/
https://www.disinfo.eu/publications/disinformation-landscapes-in-european-countries/

