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• Donna Haraway, feminist scholar, 
Science and Technology Studies

• Criticism of objectivity: knowledge is 
always situated

What is the “view from nowhere”?

                                                  



Smart Slides ChatGPT Plugin

• The Sokal hoax
• Debate on the social construction of 

reality
• Constructivists vs. Realists

The Science Wars
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1. Knowledge has a history
2. This history includes individual 

interests
3. Maybe objective truths would be 

different if other interests had won

Lessons from the Science Wars
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• We live in the science wars
• Application to all forms of knowledge
• How to accept both critiques?

Why does this matter?
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Source : Newman and Robertson (2023) Paying for news: Price-conscious consumers look for value amid cost-of-living crisis, Reuters 
Institute for the Study of Journalism
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Source : Romero-Vincente (2023), Platforms’ Policies on Climate Change Misinformation, EU DisinfoLab
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• Universal Human Rights
• A European history
• Challenge for Europeans: each time 

they defend their own values, they 
think they work in the interest of 
everyone else

In the name of what should we 
regulate speech?
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Conclusion

• The science wars help understand the current situation
• Universal value claims are limited
• How to use high-level terms like objectivity, reality, 

truth etc.
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Thank you!

Théophile Lenoir
University of Milan and Sciences Po medialab

tmhlenoir@gmail.com


