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Institutionalization of Disinformation 



Announced: The coronavirus arrived in Hungary  

Merging Migration 

and Covid Narratives 



“Between illegal migration and the corona pandemic there is a 

very clear connection, since many of the migrants are from or 

cross Iran, which is a high infection zone” 

Viktor Orban, March 9, 2020 



Criminal proceedings against most of the 

expelled Iranian students have been stopped

The Iranian students expelled last year are back



Cognitive Framing of COVID-

19 Fatalities 

“Eldery and chronic 

patients” 
Phrase used in over 100K media 

articles to talk about Covid deaths 

across the Hungarian media landscape. 



The Enemy is Within



Social Listening Study on behalf of NATO PDD on lay 

opinions on National Security in V4 countries

● Political Enemies:

○ NGOs

○ Liberals 

● The “new other” 

○ LMBTQ+ communities

○ Cosmopolitans  



Happening: Sex change surgery conducted on small 

children without parential permission 

Homosexual 

Free Zones

Anti-Pedophila 

Law



Propaganda Fatigue 



Clear Signs of Traction Loss 

● Non-Orbán media audiences engage up to twenty times  
the rate of Orbán media audiences. 

● Orbán media produce a lot more content attempting to 
build reach

● Most engaged Orbán media content is on migration and 
lmbtq+ topics, follows tabloid style



Albert Camus

“A free press can, of course, 

be good or bad, but, most 

certainly without freedom, 

the press will never be 

anything but bad.”



Asymmetric Challengers



Audience-Funded
Video Content

Personality 
Radically changed media landscape 

Crowd Funded New Channels 

Mostly New Faces 
Forced to abide by 

journalistic standards 

Higher Viewership 
Typically 50k - 500K views/video 



New Players in Hungary 

Media sites’ Youtube channels Personalities 

Youtube TV 

Station



The Enemy is within

Decreasing Agenda Setting Power

Institutionalization of Disinformation 

Asymmetric Challengers


