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La Verdadera Izquierda, a disinformative and partisan blog  
 
Verdadera Izquierda (ĪTrue Leftī) (verdaderaizquierda.blogspot.com) is a news blog created in 
October 2011. It first began as a Twitter account with the same name (@VerdaderaIzqda) created 
in June of the same year, with the stated goal of "unmasking the lies of the left and socialism in this 
great country called Spainī.  

 
Figure 1 La Verdadera Izquierda first tweets, 22 June 2011 indicating its narrative 

As one can see in the first blogposts or tweets, from the very beginning it positioned itself as an 
attacker of the left-wing parties ĥ just a few months before the country's general elections were 
held on November 20, 2011.1 
 

 
Figure 2 One of the first blog post of La Verdadera Izquierda, November 2011 calling on people not to vote for the left 

 
1https://verdaderaizquierda.blogspot.com/2011/11/no-votes-izquierda-vota-valores.html See also Blogspot 10 November 2011: ĪPSOE kills: 11M 
victimsī https://verdaderaizquierda.blogspot.com/2011/11/el-psoe-mata-los-muertos-del-11m.html#more  

https://verdaderaizquierda.blogspot.com/2011/11/no-votes-izquierda-vota-valores.html
https://verdaderaizquierda.blogspot.com/2011/11/el-psoe-mata-los-muertos-del-11m.html#more
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Years later, in October 2017, its Facebook page was created. At the time of writing this report,2 its 
Facebook page counts 4139 likes and 4285 followers. Both the blog and the social network 
accounts are still active today. We were able to draw out patterns from the websites, which informed 
our decision to launch an investigation: 

- The dissemination of fake, biased and polarizing content; 
- The opacity and lack of transparency about both creator(s) and the person(s) who manage 

the accounts and website, and 
- The massive sharing of Amazon links, indicating a possible monetization of disinformation. 

Around the time La Verdadera Izquierda (LVI) was created, the socialist government was being heavily 
criticized, heading to its defeat in the November 2011 elections,  
 
On LVIĨs Īaboutī page, it claims to "want to make society see that there is nothing left of the values 
that were based on the same ideology, that at this moment there is only an old-fashioned sectarian 
left that refuses to evolve."  It goes on later to say: Īwe denounce the bad deeds they carry out, 
which often do not appear in the media because they are controlled, we want to become a reading 
blog so that people know the "True Left".3 
 

Signatures and blog content 
 
Verdaderaizquierda.blogspot.com started by publishing very short texts, contributions that seemed 
to be from the creator/creators of the blog, but soon we began to see contributions from other 
bloggers and collaborators, as well as articles from other media or texts calling for events and 
demonstrations. Even "more original" formats appeared, such as competitions to choose "the fool of 
the quarter" with contenders from the Spanish left. 
 
Among the signatures of the early days, we found a few such as "Zumalacárregui" (probably a 
pseudonym that refers to a Spanish Basque military man who was a Carlist general), 
@josecharlie2_93, "El Barandillero" and other bloggers like @quiqueval,4 @verdaderaizquierda also 
signs some articles, but their contributions disappear around 2015.5 
 
The blog also syndicates content, replicating articles from other media, sometimes giving credit and 
indicating the source, but in most cases, it simply copy-pastes content without quoting the source. 
This includes the copy pasting of fake content, which makes La Verdadera Izquierda an important 
actor for the dissemination of disinformation (see figure 3, 4 and 5). A report from Elconfidencial.com 
(April, 2017) about disinformation identifies Alerta Digital, Mediterráneo Digital, and La Verdadera 
Izquierda as "three of the websites most accused of spreading hoaxes".6 In this report, the individual 

 
2 12/3/2020 
3https://verdaderaizquierda.blogspot.com/p/acerca-de.html 
4 The blog http://ladoblemoral.com or http://enestadodeguerra.com/ 
5Zumalacáregui last entry 18 May 2015; @josecharlie2_93 had just one entry 7 November 2011; El Barandillero last entry 18th November 2011; 
@quiqueval last entry 9 March 2015. 
6https://www.elconfidencial.com/comunicacion/2017-04-02/fake-news-noticias-falsas-bulos-posverdad_1359176/ 

https://verdaderaizquierda.blogspot.com/p/acerca-de.html
https://www.elconfidencial.com/comunicacion/2017-04-02/fake-news-noticias-falsas-bulos-posverdad_1359176/
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behind La Verdadera Izquierda is conscious of the fact that they are spreading disinformation in order 
to attract viewers and does not care about deleting stories proven to be false. 
 
Among the sources used by La Verdadera Izquierda, we found "junk sites"7 such as Alerta Digital and 
Libre Mercado (of Digital Freedom), and "partisan sites" such as OK Diario, as well as media with a 
clear conservative alignment (La Gaceta, El Confidencial, and El Mundo). Lately, LVI has frequently 
been using news from OK Diario ĥ a media directed by Eduardo India, which is very polarizing (see 
figure 3 and 4). 
 

 
Figure 3 On the left the OK Diario original article, on the right the copy of the article on La Verdadera Izquierda 

 

 
7 A classification we established following these criteria https://comprop.oii.ox.ac.uk/faq/ 

https://comprop.oii.ox.ac.uk/faq/
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Figure 4 On the left the OK Diario original article, on the right the copy of the article on La Verdadera Izquierda 

Moreover, by syndicating this content which has been fact-checked by Maldita, La Verdadera 
Izquierda has also reproduced disinformation content (see figure 5). 
 

 
Figure 5 A disinformation article produced by OK Diario and copy pasted by La Verdadera Izquierda. Article has been 

debunked by Spanish fact checker Maldita8 but only for the OK Diario version 

 

 
8 https://maldita.es/malditobulo/2019/12/17/no-la-alcaldesa-de-barcelona-ada-colau-no-ha-permitido-que-tsunami-democratic-
anuncie-en-las-marquesinas-municipales-su-acto-previsto-para-el-clasico/ 

https://maldita.es/malditobulo/2019/12/17/no-la-alcaldesa-de-barcelona-ada-colau-no-ha-permitido-que-tsunami-democratic-anuncie-en-las-marquesinas-municipales-su-acto-previsto-para-el-clasico/
https://maldita.es/malditobulo/2019/12/17/no-la-alcaldesa-de-barcelona-ada-colau-no-ha-permitido-que-tsunami-democratic-anuncie-en-las-marquesinas-municipales-su-acto-previsto-para-el-clasico/
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Figure 6 - La Verdadera Izquierda reproduced here some false allegations against the far-left party Podemos made by Mediterraneo 
Digital which were debunked by the Spanish fact checker Maldita9 

 
 
The topics the blog covers are diverse: when the blog began in 2011, they posted very short posts 
and calls for marches or rallies, for instance, against ETA. The first specific topic LVI published was 
about ETA and its disarmament, and then it moved onto the 2011 elections, asking people to vote 
against the left with slogans such as "Don't vote left, vote values". Other topics centre on 
unemployment in Spain, historical memory, the military, the March 11 2004 attacks in Madrid 
(defending the conspiracy theory that ETA was behind them instead of Islamists and accusing 
PSOE10), anti-abortion, anti-Catalan independence fighters, and anti-migration and refugees.  
 
The volume of content on the blog experienced a clear boost from 2017.  

- From its creation until 2016, the publications did not exceed 160 per year (147 in 2012, 129 
in 2013, 133 in 2014, 157 in 2015 or 158 in 2016).  

- But since 2017 onwards, they have been over 200 (239 in 2017, 242 in 2018, 224 in 2019).  
- Although this has not always been the case, it usually posts once a day from Monday to 

Friday (nothing during weekends or bank holidays) at 7:00 or 7:30 in the morning. Sometimes 
the time changes, but usually it's a fixed time.  

 
On the same blog, its Twitter and Facebook accounts are displayed while a word cloud highlights the 
most commonly used words, which are ĪCorrupciònī, ĪEspaðaī, and ĪPSOEī (Corruption, Spain, and 
Spanish Socialist Workers' Party). 
 

 
9 https://maldita.es/malditobulo/2020/01/15/no-podemos-no-ha-prometido-playas-para-musulmanas-en-espana-2/ 
10 https://archive.is/TuK7B 

https://maldita.es/malditobulo/2020/01/15/no-podemos-no-ha-prometido-playas-para-musulmanas-en-espana-2/
https://archive.is/TuK7B
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Figure 7 Word cloud displayed by La Verdadera Izquierda blog (consulted 6th March 2020) 

 

Impact 
 
The blog has 132 followers, many of whom are the other bloggers, but also accounts like Amazon 
Gadget, which are linked to their activities related to Amazon. We tried to estimate the audience of 
the website by looking at different indicators11: 

- By March 3 at 14:26 (CET) LVI registered 9,663,265 visits. By March 12 at 19:49 (CET), it 
was 9,670,285 visits, so 7000 visit in 9 days. 

- According to Similarweb, LVI received in march around 4000 visits. 

To get an idea of its popularity, we looked at LVIĨs most-read articles from 2015, 2016, and 2017. 
The most widely read article,12  which links Podemos to help for migrants has more than 300,000 
interactions on Facebook, according to the CrowdTangle tool. This may suggest that the blog reached 
its peak in previous years as the blog posts received more comments. Today, there are hardly any 
comments in the notes, and articles from 2019 or 2020 are not among the most read. 
 

 
Figure 8 CrowdTangle Numbers for La Verdadera Izquierda article "Podemos pagará 600 euros al mes a todos los 

inmigrantes que lleguen a territorio español" - "Podemos will pay 600 euros a month to all the immigrants who arrive in 
Spanish territory" 

 
11 One should keep in mind these numbers are only estimations. 
12https://verdaderaizquierda.blogspot.com/2015/01/podemos-pagara-600-euros-al-mes-todos.html 
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The Network  
We uncovered a network behind LVI by linking together a series of Facebook pages and Twitter 
accounts that are operated by the same person. 
 

Facebook pages connected 
La Verdadera Izquierda Facebook page was created on October 11 2017 complete with the same 
profile picture used for its Twitter page. It is managed by four accounts from Spain, according to the 
information provided on FacebookĨs page transparency section. Currently, it has not paid for any 
political advertisements on Facebook. It has 4,286 followers and 4,139 likes. Its cover image refers 
to the fact that patriots are the only people who command respect: "He who tarnishes the name of 
his country and pays tribute to the enemy love, is not a son of Spain, he is a son of ...". The posts are 
more varied because the community is allowed to post on the page, but all posts are in line with 
their political ideology. 
 
From this page we followed the ĪPages liked by this page,ī which concerns pages that LVI has liked. 
From going onto Orgullo Nacional Espana, we found that this page had liked LVI and Unboxings & 
Reviews pages. Then, on Unboxings and Reviews, we saw that this page had liked Sergarlo.  
 

 
Eventually, we could determine all the pages are likely linked. This does not prove that they are 
operated by the same person, but it strongly hints towards this direction, especially when the pages, 
such as Unboxings & Reviews, have very few likes. 
 

Orgulllo 
Nacional 
Espana

La Verdadera 
Izquierda

Unboxing 
and reviews

Sergarlo
Sergio 
triatleta
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Figure 9 Network of pages followed through the "page liked by this page" frame 

 
 

OSINT TECHNIQUE 

To reinforce the proof of the connection between Facebook pages or to have an idea of who is 
operating them, one can find clues in the ĪCommunityī section of a Facebook page. First, it 
displays the ĪTop Fansī section together with a time clue. If a profile is the ĪTop Fanī of a page 
since its creation, it could be that this person is the owner of the page. Second, the ĪCommunityī 
section also displays who has posted on the page. This also gives good hints of interconnections 
between accounts and pages, especially when posts from the same profile or page appear 
regularly. This is how we were able to see that ĪOrgullo Nacional Espanaī had regularly posted 
articles from La Verdadera Izquierda on La Verdadera IzquierdaĨs Facebook page. 
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Orgullo Nacional Espana was created the 6th October 2017 and now13 has 42,943 likes on the page 
and 47,459 followers. It shares the same kind of content as LVI, as well as every article posted by 
the La Verdadera Izquierda blog and links to Amazon marketplace to buy specific products .  
 
The Orgullo Nacional Espana page has liked two Facebook pages. The first one is La Verdadera 
Izquierda, which is logical, and the second one is "Unboxing & Reviews," which was strange because 
the Orgullo Nacional Espana page has 42,000 followers and the ĪUnboxing & Reviewsī page only has 
351 likes and 397 followers.  
 
Unboxing & Reviews was created 25th March 2019 and it almost exclusively shares videos from a 
YouTube channel called ĪSergarlo90ī. Unboxing & Reviews likes a Facebook page called "Ser*** 
Gar*** Lo**" (displaying the full name), and we also found it was connected to a Facebook profile 
called "Sergio Triatleta". 

 
Figure 10 Screenshot of the "about" section of the Facebook page Unboxing and Review displaying Sergio Triatleta 

profile and "Sergarlo90" YouTube Channel 

 
On the YouTube channel proposed by Unboxing & Reviews,14 one could find several clues: 

 
13Consulted the 6th March 2020 
14https://www.youtube.com/user/sergarlo90/videos 

https://www.youtube.com/user/sergarlo90/videos



































































