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Executive Summary

In early October, the European External Action Service’s East StratCom (the EU
Disinformation Task Force) revealed that - eptoday.com - the website of a self-
proclaimed magazine for the European Parliament in Brussels - had been re-
publishing a large amount of news directly from Russia Today and Voice of
Americal. Among this syndicated content, we unexpectedly found a large number
of articles and op-eds related to minorities in Pakistan as well as other India-
related matters.

EU DisinfoLab quickly discovered that EP Today is managed by Indian
stakeholders, with ties to a large network of think tanks, NGOs, and companies
from the Srivastava Group. We also found that the IP address of the Srivastava
Group is also home to the obscure online media “New Delhi Times” and the
International Institute for Non-Aligned Studies (IINS), which are all based at the
same address in New Delhij, India.

A few weeks later, 27 Members of the European Parliament were invited by IINS
to visit Kashmir and to meet with Prime Minister Modi. This was covered by the
press, and journalists began to link our discovery to the funders and organisers of
this “controversial visit”, the International Institute for Non-Aligned Studies (IINS),
and the direct entourage of EP Today.

Using OSINT (Open-Source Intelligence) techniques, we continued our
investigation into this network, and this led us to Geneva, where the United Nations
has its headquarters. There, we discovered timesofgeneva.com - an online
“newspaper” that is “approaching 35 years in business”. Strangely enough, Times
of Geneva publishes the same type of content as EP Today and produces videos
covering events and demonstrations criticising Pakistan’s role in the Kashmir
conflict.

We found hard evidence that both EP Today and Times of Geneva have extremely
strong ties with a network of NGOs and think tanks, such as the European
Organization for Pakistani Minorities (EOPM), and Pakistani Women’s Human
Rights Organization. Specifically, the websites of these NGOs and think tanks are
hosted on the same servers and/or staff have worked for one of these previous
organisations while publishing articles for EP Today. We also proved that the two
influence networks (Brussels and Geneva) were interconnected by discovering
links between website registration addresses, email addresses, and domain names.

In view of this, both networks serve lobbying interests, with Brussels towards the
European Union, and Geneva towards the United Nations - all achieved while
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providing extended visibility to former MEPs and MPs. These organisations have
been active for several years (at least since 2010 for EP Today).

Digging further into servers, IP Addresses, and Twitter accounts led us to
4newsagency.com, which presents itself as a “synergy between 4 news agencies
from Switzerland, Belgium, Thailand, and Abu Dhabi (UAE)”, with “teams located
in 100 countries”. Once more, we observed the same modus operandi as EP Today
and Times of Geneva:

- Content syndication (republishing content already available);
- Contact address located in a co-working space/office;
- Extensive coverage of Indian-related matters.

Tipped off by 4newsagency.com itself and the presence of Canadian and American
(now offline) NGOs and think-tanks on the same servers as EP Today and
Srivastava Group, we discovered an additional network of over 265 resurrected
media in more than 65 countries, following a similar modus operandi.

Here are some findings from these websites:

- Most ofthem are named after an extinct local newspaper or spoof real media
outlets;

- They republish content from several news agencies (KCNA, Voice of
America, Interfax);

- Coverage of the same Indian-related demonstrations and events;

- Republication of anti-Pakistan content from the described Indian network
(including EP Today, 4NewsAgency, Times Of Geneva, New Delhi Times);

- Most websites have a Twitter account as well.

One may wonder: why have they created these fake media outlets? From analysing
the content and how it is shared, we found several arguments to do so:

- Influence international institutions and elected representatives with
coverage of specific events and demonstrations;

- Provide NGOs with useful press material to reinforce their credibility and
thus be impactful;

- Add several layers of media outlets that quote and republish one another,
making it harder for the reader to trace the manipulation, and in turn
(sometimes) offer a “mirage” of international support;

- Influence public perceptions on Pakistan by multiplying iterations of the
same content available on search engines.
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EP Today: Disinformation at the heart of the EU

A strategy to hide Indian ownership

In October 2019, EU vs Disinfo discovered EP Today - a website appearing as
though it was an information service from the European Parliament. The story
immediately grabbed the attention of the EU bubble in Brussels. A fake European
website that shares Russia Today content; this is exactly the kind of story interests
Brussels.

EP Today used the process of content syndication to increase the web visibility of

EP Today and their Facebook page. As the image shows, much of this content was
from BOTH Russia Today and Voice of America.

Voice of America (VOA)

epthinktank.eu

trade.ec.europa.eu

commons.wikimedia.org
eige.europa.eu
elopa.europa.eu cemer o em
www.google.co.in
www.emcdda.europa.eu
Wi, euronews.com

edps.europa.eu

EP Today Team 50 SEEBI IS S GBS ® © 00 ¢ Sum e o e o s o cm = -eer o
. .
- o
o
- -
]
£ R N
E
N o e e
e
b
g oo . -
s TR

www.ech.europa.eu Swwm  wees cemmma scmca
Wiw.£350,8Ur0p3.EU ess o s .
www.eurojust.europa.eu DT - . sesems
Marie Pauline - EP Today - Europe Desk
fra.europa.eu . see -
Kate Jackson- Brussels Correspondent
www.europarl.europa.eu o cmmo emeemm e———go e
Julia Micevska - Brussels Correspondent °s o
Maria Rutowicz
erc.europa.eu
europa.eu = e——wee—— c—————taes
curia.europa.eu
ec.europa.eu -ooe . . [T
p: - D e ——

Jul 2017 Jan 2018 Jul 2018 Jan 2019 Jul 2019

date

Figure 1 - Screenshot from EUvsDisinfo’s investigation?

2 https://euvsdisinfo.eu/how-to-get-the-european-parliament-to-read-russia-today/
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Before using Russia Today, EP Today syndicated much of their content from Voice
of America, and EUvsDisinfo did draw attention to the fact that...

“Both, Voice of America and Russia Today, have very permissive terms of
use, explicitly allowing the reuse of their content on other websites. While
bbc.com for example, with a global rank of 81, requires a case-by-case
permission to embed their content, Voice of America’s content isin the
public domain, allowing reuse - however, with exceptions to content not
produced by them. RT.com even goes as far as to “encourage free re-use of
its materials for non-commercial purposes”, under the condition to link to
the original page. VOA only requires subscribing sites to credit them.”

In essence, this illustrates how easy it is for websites to syndicate content from
news sites, regardless of the type of narratives pushed.

Interestingly, EP Today content has, for instance, been shared in the past by Dr
Pramila Srivastava - head of the Srivastava Group and publisher of the New Delhi

Times newspaper.

T Dr Pramila Srivastava a retweeté

EP Today @EPToday - 13 mai v
European Parliamentarians’ Release Report on “Religious Minorities in

Pakistan”

eptoday.com/european-parli...

#EuropeanParliament #ReligiousMinorities #Pakistan @ZahidGishkori
@verified @TwitterNews

I, - 7 outres

O 34 0 121 Q 816 &

Figure 2 - Screenshot of Dr Pramila Srivastava’s Twitter account retweeting an EP Today tweet of a report written by
MEPs about the ill treatment of minorities in Pakistan

Pro-Indian content produced by policy makers

To understand what was lying beneath this news content, we performed a content
analysis of the op-ed articles and all of EP Today’s original content. In doing so, we
found that much of EP Today’s original content related to topical issues in India
and promoted India’s interests. We also noticed the reoccurrence of some names
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who had authored articles related to the Modi government’s interests, long-term
Indian geopolitical interests and/or were critical towards Pakistan.

Home AboutUs Contact E Paper

am

** % 8
* @ * Monthly News Magazine for
4 )

:" “ e News v Articles Opeds Updates aboutEP Events & Conferences Gallery O
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The EU’s common ground with India’s Narendra Modi Recent Posts

Press Statement EP Today
by Henri Malosse, Ex-President of the European Economic and Social Committee | Aug 26, 2019 | Articles, France | 0

comments 74 Migrants Rescued off
Libyan Coast, 110 Others
Turned Back

Trump Pulls out Remaining
Troops from N. Syria;
Warns of ‘Powerful
Sanctions’ on Turkey

Kurds Strike Deal with
Syrian Army to Counter
Turkey

How 2 Soviet Emigres
Bought Their Way to Top of
Republican Party

On Amazon’s List of
Principles: Regulate Facial
Recognition Tech

WFP Says 100,000 in Syria
Flee Turkish Offensive
Turkish Forces Say They've
Captured Key Syrian Border

Town

UK Long Way From Brexit

As French President Emmanuel Macron meets Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi it is worth noting that relations between
Deal, Downing Street

the Republic of India and the European Union (EU) have always been complicated. This is rather paradoxical, as there is every Source Says

reason for these two major global democratic powers to work more closely together, especially since India has created an

Figure 3 - EP Today op-ed promoting Indian PM Narendra Modi written b); Henri Malosse

For instance, we found the following op-eds:
“The common interests between the EU and Narendra Modi” (see figure 3)
(by Henri Malosse)
-  “Employers Group European Economic and Social Committee”3 (by Madi
Sharma)
- “India arriving on the World stage”* (by Fulvio Martusciello)
- “India fighting terrorism in Kashmir”> (by Ryszard Czarnecki)

These names continuously reappeared during our investigation.

We also looked at the amplification of EP Today's content on Twitter (over 30
days), and noticed that this content was very popular in both India and Belgium.

3 https://eptoday.com/entrepreneurship-fuels-democracy-and-development-for-india/
4 https://web.archive.org/web/20180521221701 /https://eptoday.com/india-has-arrived-on-the-world-

stage/
5 https://web.archive.org/web/20191126155657 /https: //eptoday.com /kashmir-indias-fight-against-

terrorism/
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Figure 4 - Map of shares of EPToday content on Twitter

Online traces leading back to India

In looking at the web archive of EPToday.com, we found a previous version of the
page from 2014 that mentioned the same email address as EP Today’s current one,
but had a different phone number listed.6

. Wednesday, October 09, 2019 | Stay Connected Search in site... N

A Monthly N for E
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EU Presidency
Greece

E PAPER ABOUT US

ISI and Baluchistan

ISI and Baluchistan
Opeds
el Russia and the EU need to jointly
Time is ripe for tackle today’s crisis in Ukraine
diplomacy employing a strategic vision
May 9, 2014 .

The European

The crisis in Ukraine has become a
= | moment of truth in the relationship

Parliament, = " | between Russia and the EU. Wil
Human Rights - we be...
champion May 9, 2014 - No Comment - Read More
=R The German Reich, Financial
";'i\teu ;;%l:‘ﬁif‘v Speculation and the 1890s Baring
pakistan and the Crisis Lessons from the past
role of the EU Baluchistan, land blessed by nature but ravaged by inhumane practices. With 3 R ] Introduction On the 29January 2014
AT its nafural res?uroe§ worth hL.mdreds 0.1 bflllons.ol doll.ars‘n rarjks amongst the - the European Commission — almost
. world's potentially richest regions, but its inhabitants live in abject poverty and six years after the world economy
Kazakhstan’s are targeted victims of Pakistan forces. The country has waged veiled... plunged into deep a crisis....

significance for
the European
Union and Central
Asia
May 9, 2014

Modern Day
Slavery - Time for
the EU to act

March 31, 2014

ey e Sy

May 9, 2014 - No Comment - Read More

Russia and the EU need to jointly tackle today’s crisis

in Ukraine employing a strategic vision

RUSSIA

OKharkiv
UKRAINE

Kl des®— o
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Figure 5 - An older version of EP Today from 2014

May 9, 2014 - No Comment - Read More

Democratization Of Public Policies:
People-spirited Perspective

A GLIMPSE AT THE HUMAN
RRECRACY SECURITY SITUATION IN SOUTH
ASIA The human security situation
in South Asia is both encouraging
and...

May 9, 2014 - No Comment + Read More

6 https://web.archive.org/web/20140218190104 /http://eptoday.com/
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A Google reverse search on this Belgian landline phone number returned two
websites: Srivastava Group (srivastavagroup.com) and International Trading
Corporation (itcmsh.com).

Google "+32 2 808 3864" L Q

Q Tous 2 Maps Q Shopping &) Images [ Actualités ¢ Plus Parametres  Outils
2 résultats (0,29 secondes)

Contact Us — Srivastava Group
https://srivastavagroup.com > index.php » contact-us v Traduire cette page

|Te|: +32 2 808 3864l:ax: +32 2 708 3555. SWITZERLAND ITC, WTC Il, 29 rte de pre bois. I
Geneva 1215. Ph: +41 22 548 1369. Fax: +41 22 789 1368. Canada

International Trading Corporation

www.itcmsch.com > -
Tel: +32 2 808 3864. Fax: +32 2 708 3555. Geneva (Representative). ITC, WTC Il, 29 rte de pre

bois. Geneva 1215, SWITZERLCAND Ph: +41 22548 1369.

Figure 6 - Reverse Google search of the phone number indicated on the 2014 version of EP Today.

We also found that Srivastava Group's office is located at Square de Meus in
Brussels, which is the same office address as EP Today (we later discovered other
organisations listed at this very address).

HOME IDEOLOBY LEADERSHIP COMPANIES ~ SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY PRESENCE CONTACT US
HOME - CONTACT US
INDIA BELGIUM SWITZERLAND Canada
A-2/59, Safdarjung Enclave 37, Square de meeus ITC, WTC I, 29 rte de pre bois 10440, 26th Avenue
New Delhi 110029 Brussels 1000 Geneva 1215 Edmonton, Alberta
Canada, T6J4J9
Ph: +9111 26102520 Tel: +322 808 3864 Ph: +41 22 548 1369
Fax: +911126196294 Fax: +32 2708 3555 Fax: +4122789 1368 Tel: + 1780 628 2490
Fax:+1780 628 0550

Figure 7 - Screenshot of the Srivastava group contact webpage




‘-II.....\

EU DIS[NFO@

_amm—

* X % : 5
* gp * Monthly News Magazine for News
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«Today,  European Parliament
I
* * *

Contact

EPTODAY
37, square de meeus
Brussels 1050

Belgium

Tel: +32 2 808 1265

I EmaiI:egtodaxgegtodax.com I

Figure 8 - Screenshot of EP Today contact webpage

We searched the IP history of EP Today’s website using the viewdns.com service,
and found that eptoday.com was previously hosted on the same server as the
srivastavagroup.com.

We then sought to find out which servers these domains were hosted on, and found
that both srivastavagroup.com and itcmsch.com were hosted on the same server
together with another significant one - uiwnet.com.

Fp history results for eptoday.com. Il
IP Address Location |IP Address Owner enk seﬁ;)on i
104.27.163.19 United States :Cloudflare, Inc. 2019-10-08
104.27.162.19 lUnited States |Cloudflare, mes 2019-10-08
162.241.190.149 |Provo - United States |{Unified Layer 2019-07-29
=60.-25.207 [United States |Incapsula Inc 2019-05-19
45.60.22.207 United States |Incapsula Inc 2019-05-19
[162.241.190.149[Provo - United States ‘Bnified Layer 2019-02-20
[45.60.22.207 [United States [Incapsula Inc \ 2019-02-19
[192.185.167.145 [Houston - United States |WEBSITEWELCOME.COM \ 2018-12-03
[74.54.129.40 [pallas - United States [softLayer Technologies Inc. \ 2013-11-08
66.96.146.80 Burlington - United |The Endurance International Group, 2012-11-12
States |Inc.

Figure 9 - EP today’s IP History
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Reverse IP History

Find domains hosted in the past on a particular IP address.

45.60.22.207

Enter hostname or IP address (IPv4 and IPv6). Example: 176.9.89.55 or 2a01:48:200:1354::2

Reverse IP history lookup forj45.60.22.207

Found 35 domains hosted in the past on IP address 45.60.22.207.

1Pv4: 45.33.114.154 (used by 1 domain) 45.60.23.207 (used by 68 domains;

2 wivastaagroup com

Last seen on IP address 45.60.22.207: 2019-05-07.

DomainRank: 0.6/10

Name servers: ns2.uiw.net (used by 22 domains) ns1.uiw.net (used by 22 domains]

Mail servers: aspmx.l.google.com (used by 10,958,672 domains) alt2.aspmx.l.google.com (used by 10,608,306 domains) alt1.aspmx.l.google.com (used by 10,685,577 domains)
aspmx3.googlemail.com (used by 5.569,238 domains) aspmx2.googlemail.com (used by 5.695.669 domains)

1Pv4: 45.60.25.207 (used by 18 domains) 162.241.171.19 (used by 20 domains)

srivastavagroup (found 7 exact matched domains on different TLDs)

Figure 10 - Reverse IP look up for EP Today

EP Today’s online presence seemed to have both physical (phone number, office
address) and online (same servers, official registration email) links with Indian
stakeholders in Brussels.

A Brussels-based lobby network behind the MEP visit to Kashmir

We decided to recast our attention towards EP Today’s content and the
stakeholders who had contributed regularly to EP Today. It was quickly apparent
that Madi Sharma was central to this network. Madi Sharma is the founder of the
Women Economic and Social Think Tank (WESTT) - a feminist organisation based
in the UK, but with lobbying activities in Brussels.

It was found that WESTT was behind the visit of 27 MEPs to Kashmir in late
October 2019 - a move that was largely seen as beneficial to Narendra Modi.” It
was supported by the far-right, since 22 of the 27 MEPs were from European far-
right parties.8 Later, we found that WESTT has an historical record of visits linked
to Indian interests, which are tied to EP Today. This leads us onto our next section.

7 https://www.newslaundry.com/2019/10/29/whos-behind-the-obscure-ngo-sponsoring-the-european-

union-delegation-to-kashmir
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How to lobby MEPs and the controversial 2018 trip to the Maldives

In December 2017, WESTT wrote to European Parliament Secretary General Klaus
Welle to ask for his advice on how to lobby MEPs before their official EU delegation
visits to non-EU countries.

From: - ...l

Sent: 18 September 2017 14:51

To: WELLE Klaus

Cc: - madisharma.org

Subject: RE: Request for Information

Attachments: SGKlausWelle-WESTTRequestforinformation.docx

September 18", 2017

SUBJECT: Identifying and contacting MEPs prior to official visits to non-EU countries

Dear Secretary General, Dear Mr. Klaus Welle

Human rights have become the corner-stone of the European Union. From protecting EU
citizens to promoting rights at the international level, human rights are ingrained in both EU
domestic and foreign policy. In circumstances where the discussion of human rights is a
delicate task, Members of the European Parliament have a particular interest and advantage in
communicating with academics, experts and civil society organisations.

As a civil society organization working to promote human rights (addressing in particular
inequalities towards women and children in developing states), we are interested in
understanding how we can successfully contact EP members prior to their official visits to non-
EU countries. In the past we have been unable to identify which MEPs will be participating in
foreign trips (prior to their departure), thus limiting our ability to raise concerns we believe the
MEPs should be aware of.

Considering this,

1. What is the procedure by which MEPs are appointed to EP missions as part of a
delegation to non-EU and/or developing states?

2. Where is the delegation list published for civil society organizations?

3. What is the best way to raise issues about human rights abuses in non-EU states prior to
the commencement of the EP missions?

| greatly look forward to your response.

Kinds Regards,

WESTT (Women's Economic and Social Think Tank)

Founder & CEO: Madi Sharma

@ madisharma.org
+ao I

Human Rights Adviser:_

kent.ac.uk
+32

Figure 11 - Letter from WESTT to Klaus Welle dated from 10th September 2017 asking about how to identify MEPs
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With this knowledge in mind, Madi Sharma and Henri Malosse were behind a
controversial 2018 trip to the Maldives, which was presented as an official
delegation, but it was in fact organised by the South Asian Democratic Forum, an
organisation chaired by Paulo Casaca, who’s another regular contributor to EP
Today.?

The Maldivian Ambassador to the EU, Ahmed Shiaan, complained to the European
Parliament President Antonio Tajani, arguing that the group “was on a privately
sponsored visit under a tourist visa and engaged in their ‘investigation’, in utter
disregard and violation of the rules and laws of Maldives Immigration”.10 After this
backlash, David McAllister, Chair of the European Parliament’s Foreign Affairs
Committee, reaffirmed that, “as a result of his previous unofficial activities, Mr
Czarnecki has already been prohibited from participating in any official European
Parliament election observation missions during the current mandate”.!! As
previously explained, Czarnecki participated in the October 2019 trip to Kashmir
and he’s also a regular contributor to EP Today.12

The Maldives trip centred on discrediting Abdulah Yameem’s reelection?3. As
Newslaundry puts it: “The delegation’s visit took place just before the island nation
was to vote in the presidential election. It was feared that the incumbent, Abdullah
Yameem, would rig the election to stay in power. That would have been disastrous
for India”. Prior to the trip, Madi Sharma - on behalf of her organisation WESTT -
had directly wrote to MEP Tomas Zdechovsky in August 2018 to ask him to
participate in the trip to the Maldives. What’s striking is the line “The trip must
occur before the Maldivian elections”.

9 https: //www.politico.eu/newsletter/politico-eu-influence/politico-brussels-influence-presented-by-
europe-for-creators-state-of-disunion-british-lobbying-grows-adventures-in-the-maldives/

10 https://www.politico.eu/newsletter/politico-eu-influence /politico-brussels-influence-presented-by-
europe-for-creators-state-of-disunion-british-lobbying-grows-adventures-in-the-maldives/

11 1bid

12Google search for site:eptoday.com Ryszard Czarnecki:

https://web.archive.org/web/20191129161148 /https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1CHBF frFR69
8FR698&ei=20LhXZe]K4P5wAKzu]-
gAQ&qg=site%3Aeptoday.com+Ryszard+Czarnecki&oqg=site%3Aeptoday.com+Ryszard+Czarnecki&gs 1=p
sy-ab.3..92781.93568..94613...0.0..1.411.730.2j1j4-1......0....1j2..gws-
wiz.nTMhDhf75vw&ved=0ahUKEwjX4r0z54 mAhWDPFAKHTPcBxQQ4dUDCAs&uact=5

13 https://www.newslaundry.com/2019/10/29 /whos-behind-the-obscure-ngo-sponsoring-the-

european-union-delegation-to-kashmir
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From: westt.eu>
Sent: 13 July 2018 10:04

To: ZDECHOVSKY Tomas

Cc: Madi Sharma

Subject: URGENT: Visit to the Maldives

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Dear Mr. Zdechovsky,

Thank you again for all of your help with the situation in the Maldives. We value and appreciate your
unique perspective on the situation, and your insights into the possibilities for moving forward.

I am writing to you to inquire if you would be willing to visit the Maldives to meeting with senior
members of the current Maldivian Government and assess the situation first-hand. We will be
sending a small group of diverse MEPs on a three-day visit (flight and accommodations will be
covered), where they will meet with administration members in an unofficial capacity. If you are
willing to participate, please, can you let us know which dates would be acceptable for you? The trip
must occur before the end of August (before the Maldivian elections).

The situation in the Maldives is deteriorating. As you are well aware, civil liberties and freedom of
expression are at an all-time low. This progressive Muslim-majority country is at risk of losing it's
democratic integrity. It is imperative that Europeans show solidarity with the Maldivian people, in order to
give them hope about the future. We would greatly appreciate your participate in these efforts.

I urgently await your response and look forward to your further insights on this subject.

Sincerely,

Policy Adviser - Women’s Economic and Social Think Tank
LLM Human Rights Law - University of Kent (BSIS)
s +52 I

Figure 12 - WESTT letter to MEP Tomds Zdechovsky asking him to join the Maldives trip

In the coverage of the trip, EP Today falsely claimed that the visitors were a part of
an “EU Delegation” visiting Maldives.'# Consequently, the European External
Action Service’s Delegation of the European Union to Sri Lanka and Maldives had
to issue a press release, stating “Members of the European Parliament (MEPs)
Tomas Zdechovsky, Maria Gabriela Zoana, and Ryzsard Czarnecki, together with the
former President of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) Henri
Malosse and EESC Member Madi Sharma, were visiting the Maldives in their private
- not official - capacity”1®

14 https://web.archive.org/web/20181009163424 /https://eptoday.com/the-edge-of-the-chasm-threats-

to-maldivian-democracy/
15 https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/sri-lanka /49624 /eu-delegation-response-media-coverage-ep-

today-article en

14
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The 2019 trip to Kashmir

In October 2019, on behalf of WESTT and the Madi Group, Madi Sharma wrote a
letter to MEPs, inviting them to join a trip to Kashmir where they would meet
India’s PM Narendra Modi. One of the MEPs, Chris Davies, released the letter he
received.’® The letter reveals that the International Institute for Non-Aligned
Studies (IINS) would sponsor the trip.

On 7 Oct 2019, at 21:19, Madi Sharma <madi@ -nte:

Dear MEP Davies,

1 am organising a prestigious VIP meeting with the Prime Minister of India, His Excellency Narendra Modi and it is my privilege to
offer this invitation to you.

As you will be aware Prime Minister Modi had a land slide victory in the recent elections in India and is planning to continue on his
path of growth and development for India the country and its people.

In that respect, he would like to meet influential decision makers from the European Union. I am therefore inquiring if you would be
interested to visit Delhi, India, to meet with the Prime Minister. The meeting with the Prime Minister is scheduled for 28th October,
with a visit to Kashmir on 29th and a press conference on 30th. ( draft agenda at base).

The visit will be of a small group of cross party, pan European politicians on a three-day visit (flight and accommodations will be
covered and are sponsored by the| mmnn"mm“ﬂr Sudies] Your participation will be as our VIP guest and
not in an official capacity as a delegation of Members of the European Parliament.

My organisation, WESTT ( Women’s Economic and Social Think Tank) has been working with the European Parliament and
governments and non-governmental organisations across the world, mainly in South Asia in various capacities focussed on the
empowerment of women. WESTT is on the transparency register of the European Parliament and I am also a Member of the

European Economic and Social Committee.

I will be accompanying you on the visit and would be very happy to meet with you or vour assistant anytime this week.

Due to the short time scale, I would appreciate it if you could confirm your interest as soon as possible so that we can confirm travel
bookings.

DELHI VISIT

DRAFT AGENDA 26 - 30 October

DRAFT PROGRANMME

** 27 October is Diwali - The Hindu Festival of lights , everything will be open but the streets will be full and there will be fireworks
and celebrations.

26-7/10 DELEGATES ARRIVAL - ACCONMODATION HOTEL

27/10 DIWALI

28/10 MEETINGS WITH PRIME MINISTER

20/10 VISIT KASHMIR

30/10 PRESS CONFERENCE AND FINAL MEETINGS

30/10 NIGHT DEPARTURES

Kind regards
Sincerely
<umaged0] pug>

Ms Mads Sharma
Mad: Group

Figure 13 - Madi Sharma’s letter proposing to join the trip to Kashmir, indicating IINS’ sponsorship

[INS is a direct emanation of the Srivastava Group; it actually one of their very first
organisations. This is evidence of the close links between the Srivastava Group and
WESTT.

16 See Sreenivasan Jain’s investigation
https://twitter.com/Sreenivasan]ain/status/1189158256528117761 and
https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/tracking-madi-sharma-from-brussels-to-delhi/cid /1715571.
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The links between WESTT and EP Today

As the screenshots below demonstrate, WESTT has previously published content
in EP Today. It has also previously quoted and republished content from New Delhi
Times and Times of Geneva. In addition, WESTT shared an EP Today article on their
blog, which was written by Benjamin Blanchard, the founder of the far-right SOS
Chrétien d’Orient.1”

Monthly News Magazine for
European Parliament

News v Articles Opeds Updates aboutEP Events & Conferences Gallery O

Bangladesh: The new South Asian Tiger ?

by WESTT - WOMEN'S ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL THINK TANK | Nov 11, 2018 | Articles, Updates about EP | 0 comments

A high level European delegation visited Dhaka Bangladesh this week and has expressed its admiration for the achievements
of the country and Government of Bangladesh under the leadership of Prime Minister S.E. Sheikh Hasina.

The head of the EU Delegation, Mr Henri Malosse, from France, former President of the European Economic and Social
Committee expressed his congratulations to Awami League government for having transformed one of the poorest countries
into one the fastest growing economies of the world with a growth of 7.9 percent last year.: “It was my first visit to Bangladesh
and | can say that | am positively surprised by the dynamism of the country*

Other members of the delegation included two Members of the European Parliament, Mr Ryszard Czarmnecki, from Poland and
Mrs Christelle Lechevalier from France; Mrs Agneszka Scigaj Member of the Parliament of Poland; Mr Guillaume Pradoura
Special Adviser of Nicolas Bay, Chair of the ENL political Group of the European Parliament and Ms Madi Sharma, Member of
the European Economic and Social Committee. The visit took place over three days beginning 5th November 2018.

Welcoming the delegation, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina stated “I have 160 million mouths to feed and our government's aim
is to ensure a better life for people where they could live in peace and harmony. We are grateful to the European Union for all it
has done for Bangladesh”.

The delegates were impressed with the Prime Minister's work on women empowerment, labour rights, programmes for

Recent Posts
Press Statement EP Today

74 Migrants Rescued off
Libyan Coast, 110 Others
Turned Back

Trump Pulls out Remaining
Troops from N. Syria;
Warns of ‘Powerful
Sanctions’ on Turkey
Kurds Strike Deal with
Syrian Army to Counter
Turkey

How 2 Soviet Emigres
Bought Their Way to Top of
Republican Party

On Amazon’s List of
Principles: Regulate Facial
Recognition Tech

WFP Says 100,000 in Syria

Figure 14 - A piece by WESTT (Madi Sharma’s think tank) for EP Today

17http://web.archive.org/web/20191031102105 /https: /westteu.wordpress.com/2018/12 /21 /asia-bibi-
a-symbol-of-persecution-against-the-christians/
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RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE

October 2, 2018 Originally published by the New Delhi Times on 2018/09/27. Written by Madi Sharma.
Leave a comment Chinese citizens of all religious backgrounds live in a culture of permanent fear, with the
increasingly high religious intolerance policies. But, why is Europe silent on this issue, why
is it not condemning this persecution? The answer is because of trade but ... Continue

reading

SHARE THIS:

s =Q000000

PAKISTANI CHRISTIANS MARCH TO THE UN TO
DEMAND ENDING OF STATE-SPONSORED
HUMAN RIGHTS AGAINST CHRISTIANS

IN PAKISTAN

September 28, 2018 Originally published by Times of Geneva on 09/22/2018. Written by TOG Bureau.

Figure 15 - Screenshot from WESTT’s website that quotes Madi Sharma for the New Delhi Times (Srivastava Newspaper),
as well as content from Times of Geneva

Our investigation found that WESTT has actually shared many staff with EP Today,
which was discovered by looking at the Our Team section of WESTT’s website.18
For instance, both Briana K. and Alexandra O. have links to WESTT and EP Today
(see figure 16 and 17). Alexandra O. is also a Europe Correspondent for EP Today.1?

Briana KIllI's Biography | Muck Rack
https://muckrack.com bio v

Writing and reporting as Europe Desk Correspondery for EP Today,
the Women's Economic and Social Think Tank (WESTT), ajid ...

Figure 16 - Screenshot from a Google search of “Briana K”- a name that appeared on the Our Team section of the WESTT
website

uman Rights Advocate at

18 https://archive.is/9Pk55
19 https://web.archive.org/web/20191106162530 /https://eptoday.com/indias-triple-talag-billa-victory-

for-muslim-women/
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COMMISSION PRESIDENT-ELECT URSULA VON
DER LEYEN IS THE WOMAN FOR THE JOB

MVritten by Briana <ElEEc European Commission (EC) has officially elected a new
. - graery ermany’s defence minister since 2013, Ms Ursula von der

Leyen will ﬂl\ the cfflce come November. Born in Brussels and raised speaking French and
English. Ms von der Leyen will become the first woman to occupy the EC presidential ...
Continue reading

SHARE THIS:

* Q00000

THE 2019 WOMEN'S WORLD CUP SHONE A
SPOTLICHT ON GENDER POLITICS AND
HIGHLIGHTED THE IMPORTANCE OF
DISMANTLING TOXIC MASCULINITY

[\Written by Alexandra O QR World Cup is an event that brings people of different

eme tionalities together, on and cff the field. In Pacific Beach,
thforma I'undreds ()fAmemdns gathered in local bars to watch France take home a
World Cup win in 2018, and promptly tock to the streets afterwards in celebration despite
the ... Continue reading

SHARE THIS:

* Q00000

A PARADOXICAL PRIDE MONTH: CELEBRATIONS
OF IDENTITY IN JUXTAPOSITION WITH
PERSISTENT DISCRIMINATION AGAINST LGBT
INDIVIDUALS IN THE US AND THE UK

ry June, thousands of individuals gather in their respective

e S Emm——rate the LGBT identity. This year's events were
particularly significant because they marked the 50th anniversary of the Stenewall Riots,
which took place in Manhattan, New York in response to a police raid of the Stonewall Inn
in ... Continue reading

SHARE THIS:

e Q00000

WHY THE TEHRAN-TRUMP IMPASSE IS
DANGEROUS FOR THE MIDDLE EAST..AND
EUROPE TOO

eek an unmanned US drone was shot down over the

. pomemter situated between Iran and Oman that functions as 2
passageway for a third of the world's liquefied natural gas and around 20% of total global
oil consumption. This makes the strait absolutely critical ... Continue reading

NS
® @WESTT_EU

Why is it important o include women in
politcs? Take a look at tcday's article:
wosttou wordpross.com/2019/07/30/sup.

Jul 30, 2018

% WESTT

@WES EU

Commission President-elect Ursula von
der Leyen s the Woman Fer the Job, will
her teminism implore her to join those
ending abuse of women in Europe?
wosttou.wordpress.com/2019/07/22/com

Jul 22, 2018

‘?@ WESTT

@WESTT_EL

What does the 2019 Women's Word Cup
have to do with masculinty and
#gendorequality? Take a look here:
westteu wordpress.com/2019/07/18Ahe

Jul 18, 2018

View on Twitter

Acdverisements

Figure 17 - Screenshot of WESTT'’s website, which shows op-eds complete with their authors, whom have also written for

EP Today
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In addition, Julia M. is Head of Commerce and Execution at Madi Group,2? which is
of course affiliated with WESTT, but she’s also the Brussels Correspondent for EP
Today and writes about Pakistan’s human rights abuses in Baluchistan.2!
Furthermore, Marie G. also worked for WESTT until September 2019, while as a
Trainee at EP Today.

Marie Gl

Trainee for the FEMM Committee at Socialists and
Democrats Group in the European Parliament

Se connecter

Socialists and Democrats

=2 Group in the European...

University of Groningen

Liége, Wallonie, Belgique - 134 relations - Coordonnées

Expérience

S&D

o
WESTT

Trainee for the FEMM Committee

Socialists and Democrats Group in the European Parliament
sept. 2019 - Aujourd’hui - 2 mois

Brussels Area, Belgium

Europe Desk Correspondent
EP Today
juin 2019 - sept. 2019 - 4 mois

Forced returns of Belgium complicit in
| @ Afghans fuel instabilit... : 3 disappearance of...
x L R &

Trainee
Women's Eco-nomic and Social Think Tank (WESTT)
sept. 2018 - sept. 2019 - 1an 1 mois

Drafting weekly articles and briefs on various issues relating to the EU and its foreign policy
affecting women and human rights

Advocating against violations of human rights within the European Parliament

Acting as a liaison between the organisation and the Members of the European Parli... Voir plus

Figure 18 - Screenshot of Marie G.’s LinkedlIn profile, which illustrates the links between EP Today and WESTT

20 As stated in her profile on the Madi No Excuse website, a website dedicated to Madi Sharma’s book
http://madinoexcuses.com/#team mne
21 https://web.archive.org/web/20191127104812 /https://eptoday.com/pakistans-continues-its-kill-

and-dump-policy-in-balochistan/
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Fake media outlets and think tanks lobbying the UN

Times of Geneva

Times of Geneva was brought to our attention in a number of ways. As mentioned
previously, WESTT had republished an article from Times of Geneva on their
website, but we also came across Times of Geneva by further looking into the
people who had written original content for EP Today. This was supported Times
of Geneva'’s large presence on Twitter22 and YouTube.23

From looking at the content, Henri Malosse, a figure who had regularly written for
EP Today, promoted his interviews with Times of Geneva on his Facebook page.2+
Moreover, the MEPs that had visited Kashmir and Maldives, as well as experts from
SADF expressing opinions on Baluchistan, could also all be found on Times of
Geneva.2>

Times of Geneva’s YouTube channel is unfortunately now disabled, but beforehand
we found videos of interviews with all the MEPs and experts whose names had
appeared in earlier parts of our investigation.

Missing Persons Posters Photo exhibition displaying Urgent need to abolish Christian Political Activist, Slow Genocide is taking Member SOS Christians

displayed at Broken Chair... Gilgit - Baltistan suffering... Lawin i ; the Plight of... place in Pakistan , Dr. Mario... Middle East unmasks brutal...
62 vues * il y a 7 mois 24 vues * ily a7 mois 50 vues * il y a 7 mois 59 vues * il y a 7 mois 194 vues * ily a 7 mois 117 vues -« il y a 7 mois

Pakistan disrespects Section 295C should be Pakistan gains capital Pakistan, no more a place for Pakistan Government has no Alberto Cirio blames
of religi it Dr.Mario Silva,... iyy: i Christians - Pastor Reveren... respect for Ahmadiyya... Pakistan of ill treating...
62 vues * il y a 7 mois 22 vues * ily a 7 mois 326 vues * il y a 7 mois 174 vues - il y a 7 mois 226 vues * il y a 7 mois 56 vues * il y a 7 mois

4

y
" (: /
3 L4 i
Ahmadiyya face State Member of European Henri Malousse accuses Ahmadiyya Muslims are ill #STOP PAKISTAN displayed Human Rights situation in
P ion in... i explains the... Pakistan Military to help in... treated by Pakistan, Alberto... during 40th Session UNHRC Sindh conference held at...
1,2k vues + il y a 7 mois 37 vues - il y a 7 mois 24 vues - il y a 7 mois 33 vues - il y a 7 mois 75 vues - il y a 7 mois 303 vues - il y a 7 mois

Figure 19 - Screenshot of Times of Geneva’s YouTube channel

Presenting itself as “reporting from Canton de Geneve with the latest news,”26
Times of Geneva had been very active during demonstrations around minorities

22 https://web.archive.org/web/20191112123053 /https: //twitter.com/timesofgeneva?lang=en

23 https: //web.archive.org/channel /UCWzIbh8t2Nulz5XcxQw]LWg/videos

24https://web.archive.org/web/20191119093218 /https: //www.facebook.com /hmalosse /posts /102142
44447697986

25 https://web.archive.org/web/20180906223723 /http://timesofgeneva.com/category/opinion/
26 Description from their Twitter account
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issues in Pakistan. Its YouTube account?’” was a testament to this, as it was filled
with coverage of related demonstrations in Geneva.

On the same server as Times of Geneva, we discovered the website of an NGO
“pakistaniwomen.org”.

4| timesofgeneva.com |

DomainRank: 1/10

Name servers: ns2.oneplusonemedia.com (used by 4 domainsIns1.oneplusonemedia.com (used by 4 domains)I

Mail servers: mail.timesofgeneva.com (used by 1 domain)
IPv4: 162.214.64.201 (used by 4 domains)

Reverse NS History lookup for:jns1.oneplusonemedia.com

Found 3 domains using name server ns1.oneplusonemedia.com in the past.

# Domain ¥

1

Last seen on name server nsl.oneplusonemedia.com: 2019-08-28.

DomainRank: 0.8/10

Name servers: verify1l.domainpeople.com (used by 9,734 domains) verify2.domainpeople.com (used by 9,734 domains)
IPv4: 98.124.204.16 (used by 75,036 domains)

eopm (found 23 exact matched domains on different TLDs)

2 | pakistaniwomen.org

Last seen on name server nsl.oneplusonemedia.com: 2019-10-23.

DomainRank: 1.3/10

Name servers: ns11070.ztomy.com (used by 13 domains) ns21070.ztomy.com (used by 13 domains)
IPv4: 209.99.64.70 (used by 16,321 domains)

pakistaniwomen (found 4 exact matched domains on different TLDs)

Figure 20 - Screenshots showing that Times of Geneva and EOPM/Pakistaniwoman are hosted on the same server

Pakistaniwomen.org led us to the Twitter account of the European Organisation
for Pakistani Minorities (EOPM) - another NGO focused on the same issues. We
found this by hovering over Pakistaniwomen.org’s (PWHRO) link to its Twitter
account, which actually displayed a link to EOPM’s Twitter account, and reversely,
on EOPM’s website, the link to its Twitter account actually displayed PWHRO's
Twitter account.

27 https://web.archive.org/channel /UCWzIbh8t2Nulz5XcxQw]LWg/videos
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the links to one another’s

Twitter accounts

EOPM has also previously retweeted Times of Geneva. Furthermore, EOPM was
registered in Brussels at the same address as EP Today, Srivastava Group, and
ICIRC (the International Council For Inter-Religious Cooperation). The EOPM
website was registered with an email address containing CSOPUS.

Attribute Value
WHOIS Server whois.publicinterestregistry.net
Registrar DomainPeople, Inc. (R30-LROR)

Email

Name

Organization European Organization for Pakistani Minorities (registrant, admin, tech)
Street 37, square de meuus (registrant, admin, tech)

City Brussels (registrant, admin, tech)

State be (registrant, admin, tech)

Postal 1000 (registrant, admin, tech)

Country BELGIUM (registrant, admin, tech)

Figure 22 - EOPM WHOIS server details showing same address and CSOPUS email

22
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We therefore decided to investigate all of these organisations, but before doing so,
we looked the content promoted by EOPM and Times of Geneva, and sought to find
out more about which campaigns and demonstrations they had organised.

Demonstrations in Geneva about Minorities in Pakistan

From studying the content of Times of Geneva, we noticed that the themes and
style of the demonstrations that they covered were very similar. We also found
similarities in the content and coverage of the demonstrations themselves. To
illustrate this, here are some themes and styles of the demonstrations:

e Campaigns to “stop [insert minority] genocide”;

e Demonstrations at the Broken Chair in Geneva;

e (riticism towards Pakistan.

Below you will find a selection of images and coverage of the demonstrations held
over the past few years.

Figure 23 - Pakistan Stop Genocide campaign in Geneva - picture sourced via searching the hashtag on Twitter?8

28 https://twitter.com/vasu m/status/1178339954772058114
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Figure 24 - Stop Pashtun Genocide campaign in Geneva - picture sourced via searching the hashtag on Twitter2°

‘w Baloch Freedom Front
- 20 septembre 2017 - &

We made our voice heard loud and clear in
UNHRC's 36th session.

#HRC36 #StopPakistan

i .com/we-h:

http:
Voir la traduction

O

oy Jaime (D commenter > Partager

Votre commentaire. oo ®®

Baloch leaders along international Governments raised Questions to Pakistan about

b waime) [ ((D corimentsn () Fartagen ptions yer dans M g

Figure 25 - Stop Pakistan campaign - a post from Baluch Freedom Front’s Facebook page (2017)

29 https: //twitter.com/arifaajakia/status/1174331950523457537




& Voice of Pakistan Minority e
N @voice_minority

Two hundred Pakistani Christians gathered at the
Broken Chair, Geneva before United Nations to raise
their voice in protest of #Pakistan Government's human
rights abuses against Pakistani #Christians.

#HRC42

@RitaPanahi @ctrlamb @AP @iamthedrifter
@ShahidQuetta @bilalfqi

Traduire le Tweet

Demonstration to

21st September 2019

P 175 wues 0077152 ) 7

3:26 PM - 25 sept. 2019 - Twitter Web App

Figure 26 - A tweet from Voice of Pakistan Minority’s Twitter account, using a video from 4NewsAgency to promote a
demonstration about Christians in Pakistan in front of the Broken Chair in Geneva in September 2019

QE #VoiceOfPakMinority @VOPM_Official - 26 sept. 2018 v

"Pakistani Government has no interest in saving or protecting the rights of
Christians suffering and persecuted in #Pakistan.” @HolvenyiGyorgy , MEP at
#HRC39, Geneva.

@sanabucha @TrishaThomasAP @ctrlamb @john_hooper
@shahzadatehseen @tabassum_yousaf @RabwahTimes @EduRenaissance

———

=—prSyorgy Hotvenyi

P 153Tues 0:15/2:20 | &) 7

©) (A Q 8 &

Figure 27 - A tweet from Voice of Pakistan Minority’s Twitter account, using a video from Times of Geneva to promote a
demonstration about Christians in Pakistan in front of the Broken Chair in Geneva in September 201830

30 https://ghrd.org/2018/09/29/ghrd-protest-22-september-2018/

25



& #VoiceOfPakMinority @VOPM _Official - 23 sept. 2018 v

:Q\ The protest march, which commenced along the shores of Lake Geneva,
ended at the Broken Chair, where protesters highlights the plight of Pakistani
Christians. #HRC39 @Veengas) @realhumanrights @acs_italia @globalpca
@ChristianPost @TimesofGeneva @ValiantWoman45 @RSF_inter

o33/045 ) 7

Q 0 4 Q 4 &

Figure 28 - A tweet from Voice of Pakistani Minority’s older Twitter account, promoting a demonstration on Christians in
Pakistan in front of the Broken Chair in Geneva in September 201831

Times of Geneva @TimesofGeneva - 18 juil. v
Pashtun Lives Matter !! Pashtuns are victims of State terrorism. They held a
demonstration at Broken Chair, Geneva and have urged the United Nations to

Stop Pashtun Genocide. Pakistan must stop forceful Extra Judlcial killings of
innocent Pashtuns youtu.be/OAFUF_B8WBM

Pashtun Lives

Matters

0:34 20 vues

© VA Q &

Figure 29 - A post from Times of Geneva’s Twitter and YouTube account, promoting the campaign about Pashtuns and
the protest in front of the Broken Chair in Geneva

31 Jpid.

26
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#VoiceOfPakMinority @VOPM_Official - 22 sept. 2018 L%

| Activists & members of Christian Community who participated in today's
protest at #HRC39, Geneva. From left to right - Gyorgy Holvenyi, Mep, Henri
Malosse, European Commission official Mario Silva, Former Canadian MP
Benjamin Blanchard, Director Genneral SOS Chretiens d'Orient

Figure 30 - A tweet from Voice of Pakistani Minority’s older twitter account with a picture of high profile participants of
the protest about Christians in Pakistan (2018) (in front of the same tent used for all events)

On the side-line of these demonstrations, Times of Geneva interviews were
conducted with the same reoccurring figures. The content of the interviews
supported the demonstrations’ causes, focusing on the unfair treatment of
minorities in Pakistan, whereby Pakistan was always the target of criticism. As an
example, below is an interview from September 2018 with former MEP Alberto
Cirio about trade sanctions against Pakistan.

Mr. Alberto Cirio
Member of European Parliament
> M W) 003/348

Trade Sanctions should be implemented for Pakistan - MEP Alberto Cirio

42 views + 26 Sep 2018 @2 § 1 4 SHARE S SAVE ...

Times of Geneva
Member of European Parliament from ftal, Mr. Alberto Cirio, urged the world community and
European Union to stop doing any business or Trade with Pakistan before it comes clean with

current Human Rights situation in Pakistan, particularly Baluchistan
SHOW MORE

Figure 31 - Times of Geneva’s interview with Alberto Cirio from the 28th September 2018

Here is another on the ill treatment of minorities by Pakistan from March 20109.
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Mr Alberto Cirio
Member of European Parliament )

P ) 016/1:44

Ahmadiyya Muslims are ill treated by Pakistan, Alberto Cirio, Member of European Parliament

33views * 17 Mar 2019 0 &0 4 SHARE S SAVE ...

Times of Geneva

@ 612 subscribers slaadll
Alberto Cirio, Member of European Parliament highlighted that Ahmadiyya Muslims arell treated in
Pakistan. They are not given any position in Parliament of Pakistan. Because if they get any

position in the Parliament they will get the Power to retaliate and answer back to Pakistani army.
SHOW MORE

Figure 32 - Times of Geneva’s interview with Alberto Cirio from the 17th March 2019

Here is an interview from March 2019 with Benjamin Blanchard - founder of far-
right SOS Chrétien d’Orient, who was interviewed about Christians in Pakistan.

Mr Benjamin Blanchard

Member of SOS Chritians Middle East

> > ) 0137148

Member SOS Christians Middle East unmasks brutal reality of Christians in Pakistan

117 views - 18 Mar 2019 @2 &0 A SHARE = SAVE ...

Times of Geneva
@ 612 subscribers 'SUBSCRIBE
Benjamin Blanchard , Member SOS Christians Middle East during an interview with TOG highlighted

the extreme brutal reality that he encountered during his visit to Pakistan
Pakistani Army and Government both promote Blasphemy law ruthlessly.

Category News & Politics

SHOW LESS

Figure 33 - Times of Geneva interview of SOS Chrétiens d'Orient Benjamin Blanchard from the 18th March 2019

He was also interviewed in September 2018:
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Mr. Benjamin Blanchard
Member of SOS ¢

> > ) 017/218

“Pakistani Government persecutes Christian in Pakistan"- Benjamin Blanchard, CEQ, SOS Christians

66 views - 24 Sep 2018 WO B 1 A SHARE Sy SAVE ...

'SUBSCRIBE

, Eastinan Times of Geneva
e condition of Christians in Pakistan is worst because they are persecuted by the

. the situation of in Pakistan will change and wil bring
justice to them i influential leaders take a stand for them.

Figure 34 - Times of Geneva interview with Benjamin Blanchard from the 24th September 2018

Director of the SADF Paulo Casaca was interviewed in September 2018 on
Baluchistan and how the One Belt Road initiative, which would reinforce economic
ties between China and Pakistan, would affect the Baluchistan people.

Paulo Casaca
Executive Director for South Asia Democrati€ Forum

> M ) o018/248

People of Baluchistan are suffering because of One Belt One Road Initiative

44 views - 18 Sep 2018 W0 B0 A SHARE S SAVE ...

Times of Geneva
Mr Paulo Casaca, Executive Director for South Asia Democratic Forum highlighted the grave
situation of people of Baluchistan.

Mr. Casaca also mentioned that through One Belt One Road project Pakistan is exploiting the rights
of the people living in Baluchistan and are denied from their basic right to Freedom of Expression

Category News & Politics

SHOW LESS

Figure 35 - Times of Geneva’s interview with Paulo Casaca from the 18th September 2018

In March 2019, Paulo Casaca was again interviewed by Times of Geneva, where he
argued that Pakistan disrespects all religions.
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Pakistan disrespects perpetrators of religious leaders other than Islamic - Paulo Casaca

62 views + 17 Mar 2019

@6 B0 4 SHARE = SAVE ...

SUBSCRIBE

‘xecutive Director of South Asia Democratic Forum accu
eptIslam and want only Islam to prevail in Pakistan.

rview with TOG that when Pakistan was made it had secular
Republic

ises Pakistan of

colour in ts nature but now it is sl
Category News & Politics

SHOW LESS

Figure 36 - Times of Geneva’s interview with Paulo Casaca from the 17th March 2019

In addition to these instances, we discovered even more Times of Geneva
interviews with the same people on varied - albeit related - subjects:

MEP Fulvio Martusciello  On Baluchistan September 2018
MEP Fulvio Martusciello Ahmadiyya Muslims 17 March 2019
Henri Malosse Pakistan is not a September 2018
democracy
Henri Malosse Accusations of Pakistan’s 17 March 2019
fostering of Islamic
Radicalisation
Mario Silva (Director of  Christians in Pakistan September 2018
IFFRAS)
Mario Silva (Director of = The treatment of 17 March 2019
IFFRAS) Ahmadiyya Muslims in
Pakistan
MEP Ryszard Czarnecki ~ On Baluchistan September 2018
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Przemyslaw Czarnecki On Baluchistan September 2018
(Ryszard Czarnecki'’s
son)

Siegfried O Wolf (SADF On Baluchistan September 2018
expert)

Siegfried O Wolf (SADF ~ Ahmadiyya Muslims 17 March 2019
expert)

There is arguably a pattern here:
e Stylistically and thematically similar demonstrations to discredit Pakistan;
e Held at the same time as UN Human Rights Council sessions;
e Complemented by Times of Geneva side-line interviews on the
demonstrations with the same reoccurring figures.

A Worldwide network of artificial media coverage

This section explains how we discovered a network of obscure fake media. Firstly,
we conducted a reverse search on IP Address of timesofgeneva.com (see figure 37),
which returned other websites, such as TimesofabuDhabi.com, Mapplenews.com,
and foreignaffairstoday.com. From there, by using RisklQ’s Whols tool on
foreignaffairstoday.com, we found that this site shares the same registrant as
TimesofGeneva.com (see figure 38).
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N

w

foreignaffairstoday.com m

Name servers: ns2.oneplusonemedia.com (used by 5 domains) ns1.oneplusonemedia.com (used by 5 domains)

Mail servers: mail.foreignaffairstoday.com (used by 1 domain)

IPv4§ 162.214.64.201fused by 4 domains)
mapplenews.com [scarc [ yp0s fistoryJ whois

Alexa ranking: 172,660
Name servers: ns2.oneplusonemedia.com (used by 5 domains) ns1.oneplusonemedia.com (used by 5 domains)

Mail servers: mapplenews.com (used by 1 domain)

IPv48162.214.64.201 flused by 4 domains)
pakistaniwomen.org

DomainRank: 1.3/10

Name servers: ns2.oneplusonemedia.com (used by 5 domains) ns1.oneplusonemedia.com (used by 5 domains)

pakistaniwomen (found 4 exact matched domains on different TLDs)

timesofabudhabi.com M

DomainRank: 0.1/10

1 i

Name servers: ns2.oneplusonemedia.com (used by 5 domains) ns1.or

com (used by 5 domains)

Mail servers: mail.timesofabudhabi.com (used by 1 domain)

IPv48162.214.64.201 flused by 4 domains)

timesofabudhabi (found 3 exact matched domains on different TLDs)

Figure 37 - Reverse IP search for Timesofgeneva.com

©) riskia = Q foreignaffairstoday.com S}

20100222 DomainPeople, Inc.

© Categorize
20191030 REDACTED FOR PRIV...

v DATA
6 4 17 4 1 17 14 1 0 17 0 4
Resolutions ~ WHOIS  Certificate  Subdomains  Trackers  Components  HostPairs  OSINT  Hashes ~ DNS  Projects  Cookies
CHANGE HISTORY RECORD FROM 2018-08-29
Checked by RiskiQ |Expired a year ago | Created 2 years ago
2019-09-15 Y RiskiQ | Expi yearago | years ag
2019-09-15 Attribute Value MEDIA CORP
Registrant Street: 32, AVENUE LOUISE
2018-08-29 WHOIS Server whois.domainpeople.com Registrant City: BRUSSELS
Registrant State/Province: BE
ANEHIEZE) Registrar DomainPeople, Inc. Registrant Postal Code: 1050
pr— Registrant Country: BE
o Email DOMAIN.HOLDING.NEW@GMAIL.COM (registrant, admin, tech) Registrant Phone: +32.28082938
07405235 Registrant Phone Ext:
Name JAMES LUKE (registrant, admin, tech) Registrant Fax:
Registrant Fax Ext:
Organization MEDIA CORP (registrant, admin, tech) Registrant Email: DOMAIN.HOLDING.NEWEGAIL.COM

Registry Admin ID:
Admin Name: JAMES LUKE

Street 32, AVENUE LOUISE (registrant, admin, tech)
Admin Organization: INTERNATIONAL MEDIA CORP
i Adnin Street: 32, AVENUE LOUISE
city brussels (registrant, admin, tech) o
Admin City: BRUSSELS
r o et " = Admin State/Province: BE
tate e (registrant, admin, tech) R
Admin Country: BE
Postal 1050 (registrant, admin, tech) i Ty SPRPERTROED
Admin Phone Ext:
Country belgium (registrant, admin, tech) o e
Admin Fax Ext:
Phone 3228082938 (registrant, admin, tech) Admin Email: DOMAIN.HOLDING.NEWEGMAIL.COM
Registry Tech ID:
ns1697.websitewelcome.com Tech Name: JAMES LUKE
NameServers

ns1698.websitewelcome.com Tech Organization: INTERNATIONAL MEDIA CORP
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© Rriskic Q timesofgeneva.com

) 20170803
2019-10-30

2019-04-28t0 2019-10-30

v DATA

Resolutions ~ WHOIS  Certificate  Subdomains  Trackers  Components  HostPairs  OSINT  Hashes ~ DNS  Projects  Cookles

CHANGE HISTORY RECORD FROM 2017-08-21
20160015 Checked by RiskIQ | Expired a year ago | Created 2 years ago
2019-09-15
Altributs yeloe te/Province: BE
2018-09-02 WHOIS Server ‘whols.domainpeople.com 60 Dl (Een 2060
Adnin Country: BE
2018-09-02 Registrar DomainPeople, Inc. Adain Phone: +32.28082783
Adnin Phone Ext:
2018-03-21 in Fax:
Email DOMAIN.HOLDING.NEW@GMAIL.COM (registrant, admin, tech) e

Admin Fax Ext:
2018-03-03 " Admin Email: DOMATN.HOLDING.NEWEGMATL.COM
lame

Registry Tech I0:
Zotr0s:2) Tech Name: JAMES LUKE
Organization INTERNATIONAL MEDIA CORP (registrant, admin, tech) o QR T TR TR (D
2017-08-19 :
Tech Street: 32, AVENUE LOUISE
Street 32, AVENUE LOUISE (registrant, admin, tech) Faon Cltys BRUBSELS
Tech State/Province: BE
city BRUSSELS (registrant, admin, tech) Tech Postal Code: 1050
o £
state BE (registrant, admin, tech)
postal 1050 (registrant, admin, tech)
Country BE (registrant, admin, tech)
Name Server: NS1697.WEBSITEWELCOME.COM
Phone 3228082783 (registrant, admin, tech)

B ettt Registrar Abuse Contact Phone: +1.6046391680
Figure 38 - Screenshots of the results when you use the RiskIQ’s WHOIS tool for Timesofgeneva.com and
foreignaffairstoday.com

4 News Agency

Another media outlet that had actively covered these campaigns and seemed very
interested in the same topic as EP Today and Times of Geneva was 4NewsAgency.
According to 4NewsAgency’s Twitter account, which was only created in August
2019, 4NewsAgency is “an independent not-for-profit news cooperative
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland”. From looking at their tweets and YouTube
videos, we also noticed that they, too, seem interested in covering events and
demonstrations in Geneva about minorities in Pakistan. They also cover press
conferences on these topics. Funnily enough, the only other media interested in
covering these conferences is India-based ANI and Times of Geneva This is evident
from looking at the microphones’ logos, which belong to Times of Geneva and
4NewsAgency, respectively.




EU DisinFo

X

Figure 39 - Photo from a conference at Club Suisse de la Presse with Mario Silva, Paulo Casaca, Thierry Mariani, with the
microphones of 4 News Agency and Times of Geneva3?

Figure 40 - Photo from another conference - complete with the microphones of 4 News Agency and Times of Geneva33

The content from 4newsAgency also looks similar to Times of Geneva’s as they
both interviewed often the very same people, at the same events.

32 https://4newsagency.com/press-conference-on-kashmir-during-un-human-rights-council /
33 https://4newsagency.com/minority-democratic-processes-in-pakistan-conference-held-in-geneva-

during-united-nations-human-rights-council/ and https: //www.dnaindia.com/india/video-muslim-
clerics-meps-address-media-in-geneva-on-jammu-and-kashmir-2791738
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Pakistan is Unsafe for "European Union has no plan "Pakistan has become more "Kashmir will prosper with A conference on Human Pashtun Activists held a
Christians to rekindle its relations... radical over the years"- Dr.... India "Haji Syed Salman... Rights atrocities and... demonstration during 42nd...
19 vues « il y a 1 mois 25 vues + il y a 1 mois 52 vues * il y a 1 mois 88 vues * il y a 1 mois 20 vues + ily a 1 mois 26 vues * ily a 1 mois

Baloch Human Rights Missing in Pakistan Poster Pashtuns urge United Its time that world wakes to Last option for Pashtuns now Pakistan should stop
Activists held a protest... Campaign displayed before... ions to take action... Human Rights Abuse in... is separation from Pakistan... nurturing and exporting...
172 vues + il y a 1 mois 70 vues + il y a 1 mois 96 vues * il y a 1 mois 84 vues + il y a 1 mois 59 vues + il ya 1 mois 25 vues + il y a 1 mois

Figure 40 Screenshot of 4 News Agency’s YouTube account

Missing Persons Posters Photo exhibition displaying Urgent need to abolish Christian Political Activist, Slow Genocide is taking Member SOS Christians
displayed at Broken Chair... Gilgit - Baltistan suffering... Blasphemy Law in Pakistan ... Highlighted the Plight of... place in Pakistan , Dr. Mario... Middle East unmasks brutal...
62 vues « il y a 7 mois 24 vues + il y a 7 mois 50 vues * il y a 7 mois 59 vues « il y a 7 mois 194 vues « il y a 7 mois 117 vues « il y a 7 mois
Pakistan disrespects Section 295C should be Pakistan gains capital Pakistan, no more a place for Pakistan Government has no Alberto Cirio blames

of religi i Dr.Mario Silva,... A iyya p {0 Christians - Pastor respect for Ahmadiyya... Pakistan of ill treating...
62 vues * il y a 7 mois 22 vues * il y a 7 mois 326 vues + il y a 7 mois 174 vues - il y a 7 mois 226 vues * il y a 7 mois 56 vues * il y a 7 mois

Ahmadiyya face State Men_\ber of European Henri Mal Ahmadi

yy areill #STOP PAKISTAN displayed Human Rights situation in
sponsored P in.. the... Pakistan Military to help in... treated by Pakistan, Alberto... during 40th Session UNHRC Sindh conference held at...
1,2k vues - il y a7 mois 37 vues * il y a 7 mois 24 vues * il y a7 mois 33 vues * il y a 7 mois 75 vues « il y a 7 mois 303 vues * il y a 7 mois

Figure 41 - Screenshot of Times of Geneva’s YouTube account

4NewsAgency is a “synergy” between four news agencies from Belgium,
Switzerland, Thailand, and Abu Dhabi. They claim to have teams located in 100
countries. Still, they only actually give information about two offices based in

Brussels and Geneva, which turn out to be Regus co-working/virtual office
locations.
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A network of zombie and fake media outlets

We attempted to assess how the campaigns in Geneva were spread online by
conducting an exact search on Google, and in doing so, we found that these
campaigns were shared by plenty of obscure media outlets. In fact, all of these
websites had copy-pasted the same content from the very same sources, with those

being EP Today, Times of Geneva, 4newsAgency, and New Delhi Times.
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Figure 42 - Screenshots from a google exact search of the ‘Marching for their lives’ campaign, revealing it was copy-

pasted on many fake media websites
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Figure 43 - Screenshots of a google exact search of the ‘Missing in Pakistan’ campaign, revealing it was copy-pasted on
many fake media websites

In looking at the servers of these obscure websites, we found that they were all
hosted on one of three servers: threemediagroup.com, fourmediagroup.com, or
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internalmedia.org. We also found that these three servers also hosted
4NewsAgency.

Reverse NS lookup for: ns1.fourmediagroup.com

Found 79 domains using name server ns1.fourmediagroup.com. This name server is monitored since 2019-08-22.

Premium Tip: There are more name servers hosted on the same IP address as ns1.fourmediagroup.com. Try the Reverse NS tool for IP Address
209.99.64.70

Found total of 78 unique domains.

-
Name servers: ns1.fourmediagroup.com (used by 79 domains) ns2.fourmediagroup.com (used by 79 domains
Mail servers: al jilla.com (used by 1 domain)
IPv4: 162.214.64.200 (used by 82 domains
Name servers: ns1.fourmediagroup.com (used by 79 domains) ns2.f di p.com (used by 79 domains)
Mail servers: alqaidah.com (used by 1 domain
IPv4: 162.214.64.200 (used by 82 domains)
16 badischesvolksecho.com
Name servers: ns1.four liagroup.com (used by 79 domains) ns2.f dii p.com (used by 79 domains)
Mail servers: badischesvolksecho.com (used by 1 domain)
IPv4: 162.214.64.200 (used by 82 domains)
17 baltimoreeveningherald.com
Name servers: ns1.fourmediagroup.com (used by 79 domains) ns2.fourmediagroup.com (used by 79 domains
Mail servers: mail.balti ingherald.com (used by 1 domain
IPv4: 162.214.64.200 (used by 82 domains
18 baltimoreeveningsun.com
Name servers: ns1.fourmediagroup.com (used by 79 domains) ns2.fourmediagroup.com (used by 79 domains) -

Figure 44 - One of the server’s reverse lookup (“fourmediagroup.com”), revealing 78 fake media websites

Globally, on these servers we identified 265 fake media outlets operating in 65
countries.

Arctic Ocean Arctic Ocean

Figure 45 - Map showing the location of the 265 fake media outlets
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By scraping the content of one of these websites, we found republished content
from the following sources, including EP Today, Times of Geneva, New Delhi Times,
and 4NewsAgency.

Distribution of sources
Hm CNA (Taiwan)

m BSS (Bengladesh)

B Wam (Emirates News Agency)
PNA (Philippines)

1175; 22%

m Voice of America (USA)

M Interfax (Russia)

M Sana (Syrie)

m KCNA (North Korea)

M Bloomberg

1172; 22% | eptoday.com
W 4newsagency.com

B www.newdelhitimes.com

679; 13%

m UPI (USA)

m timesofgeneva.com

Figure 46 - Repartition of the content republished by one of the 265 fake media outlets

From assessing the media outlets, we found that nearly all were created with the
same techniques, and we were able to classify them as follows:

- Zombies: Resuscitation of dead newspapers, such as the Deutsche Shanghai
Zeitung deutscheshanghaizeitung.com,3* whose Wikipedia page affirms its
extinction.35

- New: Invention of new media named e.g. Times of + *name of city or
country* - an example being Times of Portugal.

- Misleading: Use of misleading and ambiguous titles and domains that
establish a false reference to real news outlets. For instance, The Albany
Democrat at albanydailydemocrat.com is the fake website, whereas The
Albany Democrat Herald at democratherald.com is the real news outlet.

Many of these media outlets have their own logo and 78 have their own Twitter
account.

34 The now defunct Twitter of Deutsche Shanghai Zeitung:
https://web.archive.org/web/20191112111839 /https://twitter.com/DS Zeitung

35 https: //en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deutsche Shanghai Zeitung
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United States 66
Canada 20
United Kingdom 18
Switzerland 12
Australia 9
China 8
India 6
Russia 5
N
Misleading 10
New 87
Zombie 164
Total 26136

36 Other related fake media outlets spotted on other IP addresses, or pointed out by volunteers, are not
included in this count as they originate from outside sources.
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Call to Action :

Disinformation and information operations are designed to infiltrate democratic
and transparent institutions, with the final aim of hijacking and maliciously
disrupting the public debate. To mitigate the impact of such information
operations, EU DisinfoLab recently released a policy vision3?, detailing a series of
approaches that should be implemented at both the state and EU level. With this
specific case, we call for:

1. Understanding the platform’s digital architecture and ensuring the
transparency of algorithmic content curation and acceleration. In order to
reduce the impact of these campaigns, the amplification of these campaigns
(on social networks, on search engines, through advertisements, etc.) needs
to be more transparent and the accompanying data needs to be investigated.

2. Favouring collective intelligence with agile regulation empowering civil
society and the research community. Disinformation and information
operations can be used for a multitude of reasons, from covering up
both illegal activities and foreign interference in democratic processes to
funding hate speech and promoting illegal medicines, etc. In order to
examine the phenomena and mitigate their impact, cross-expertise
cooperation between civil society practitioners, researchers, and
policymakers is crucial.

3. A proactive approach for building resilience by anticipating the future
informational landscape. As long as these information operations remain
effective from a cost/impact perspective, we expect to see their numbers
and sophistication grow in the next few years. Civil society will have to be
reflexive to these circumstances and build resilience rather than doubt into
the information landscape.

37 https:/ /www.disinfo.eu/2019/12/02 /the-way-forward-to-tackle-disinformation-regulatory-
proposals-for-the-online-information-ecosystem/




